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WE ARE AN INTEGRATED 
RESOURCE FOR 
ENTREPRENEURS 
AND A PROFOUND 

CATALYST 
FOR ECONOMIC 
GROWTH IN DENVER.

THE 
COMMONS 
ON CHAMPA

The Commons on Champa is an 
inclusive and diverse community—
from up-and-coming entrepreneurs 
and innovators to business leaders 
and resource partners—offering a 
spectrum of support, guidance, and 
perspective.

The Commons on Champa, powered 
by the Downtown Denver Partnership, 
is Denver’s most entrepreneurial 
place—where entrepreneurs and 
startup teams get everything they 
need to start and grow their business.

It is every startup’s personal HQ—
providing free work and meeting 
spaces—more reliable than coffee 
shops, more productive than the 
kitchen table, and more financially 
practical than other shared 
workspaces.

Most importantly, The Commons  
on Champa encourages and inspires 
those bold risk-takers who dare to 
call themselves “entrepreneurs.”

Where Risky Thinking Is An Agreeable Activity

395 MENTORS SUPPORTED 
4,900 ENTREPRENEURS WITH 
OVER 2,250 HOURS OF TRAINING, 
COUNSEL, ADVICE, LEADERSHIP, 
AND ENTHUSIASM.
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Hard-wired for connection and 
the exchange of ideas, The 
Commons supports big thinkers and 
collaboration. 

Free and open to the public every 
weekday, our creative work and 
meeting spaces are designed for 
creative collaboration and maximum 
productivity for individuals, teams, 
and organizations. 

Our vision is to create a central 
location for essential business 
formation resources and support 
in Denver—a place that favors 
exploration and unexpected 
opportunities for conversation.

Educational and networking events 
happen at The Commons every day. 
In 2017-2018, 85% of all 300+ events 
were free and open to anyone, 
and were geared toward each 
entrepreneur’s existing need. 

Everyone has something to gain at 
The Commons.

The Commons Campus 
Provides:
• 20,000 sq. ft. of Work, Meeting, 

and Event Space

• Spacious Public Innovation Lounge

• Regular Programming & Inspiration

• Colocated Entrepreneurship 
Services & Resources

• 3 Conference Rooms & 200-person 
Event Space

• Free XFINITY® WiFi & Locally 
Roasted Coffee

• Short-Term Dedicated Desk Use

• Drop-In Use & Reserved Spaces 
Available

THE 
COMMONS 
CAMPUS

THE COMMONS ON CHAMPA 
IS THE CROSSROADS FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND 
INNOVATION IN DENVER —
WHERE PEOPLE CAN FIND 
EVERYTHING 
THEY NEED TO TAKE BOLD 
RISKS IN STARTING AND 
GROWING NEW VENTURES.

The Commons Campus is where Denver entrepreneurs  
come to succeed. You and your business can be a part of it. 
To learn more, visit thecommons.co.

THE COMMONS CAMPUS

IN 2017-2018, 85% OF ALL 300+  
EVENTS WERE FREE AND OPEN TO  
ANYONE, AND WERE GEARED TOWARD  
EACH ENTREPRENEUR'S EXISTING NEED.



AT THE COMMONS, 
WE UNDERSTAND 
AND VALUE THE 
RISKS AND 
REWARDS OF 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

NEARLY 27 MILLION PEOPLE 
ARE STARTING OR RUNNING 
THEIR OWN BUSINESS IN 
AMERICA RIGHT NOW,  
AND AS HAS ALWAYS BEEN  
THE CASE, THEY ARE SOME  
OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTORS TO INNOVATION 
AND GROWTH IN OUR ECONOMY.

Global Entrepreneurship Monitor

Our community of 
entrepreneurs has:
The forethought to identify 
opportunities for solutions that  
satisfy unmet needs. 

The determination to drive 
economic development by 
generating income for themselves 
and their employees.

The conviction to encourage  
market competition with new 
products and services.

Personal successes which 
strengthen whole communities 
through involvement,  
philanthropy and charitable acts.

54 THE COMMONS CAMPUS



2017- 2018 
YEAR IN REVIEW

19,000 COMMUNITY MEMBERS got involved in the 
entrepreneurship ecosystem through The Commons.

192 ORGANIZATIONS chose The Commons as their place 
to contribute education, training, resources and support 
to the entrepreneurship community.

400+ VOLUNTEERS provided 4,900 ENTREPRENEURS 
with 2,250 HOURS of training, counsel, advice, 
leadership and enthusiasm.

3,250 CONNECTIONS tracked between entrepreneurs 
and our financial, technical, and industry resource 
providers.

8 TEAMS made The Commons their headquarters this 
year, utilizing our public Innovation Lounge as the 
launch site for their startups.

65 ENTREPRENEURS joined the new CO.STARTERS AT 
THE COMMONS accelerator program. Alumni have 
created 47 NEW COMPANIES and 60+ JOBS, and 
have obtained funding, secured contracts and leased 
downtown business locations.

Entrepreneurs in our programs report a 7X INCREASE in 
their confidence to be successful in business.

100% of surveyed participants would RECOMMEND 
Commons programs to a friend.

6 2017-2018 YEAR IN REVIEW 7



ENTREPRENEURS
AT THE 
COMMONS

The Commons was founded by 
the Downtown Denver Partnership 
in partnership with the City and 
County of Denver and the Colorado 
Technology Association in 2015. 
This public-private investment 
embraced an innovative model 
to embrace capital and resources 
deployed by the region’s 
changemakers and economic 
leaders to create a first-of-its-kind 
community asset to drive economic 
growth in the region. Since then The 
Commons has boosted the rewards 
of entrepreneurship for over 40,000 
individuals and, in turn, advanced 
economic prosperity for our entire 
center city. 

Colorado has a startup growth 
rate of 74.9% (Kauffman Index of 
Growth Entrepreneurship). Young 
firms are driving job creation in our 
economy-- typically adding “more 
jobs year-over-year compared with 
their older counter parts” (University 
of Colorado Leeds School of 
Business, Business Research 
Division). They are the biggest net 
job creators in the nation since the 
1970s (Kauffman Foundation).

This high level of new business 
creation is vital to Denver’s 
economy. 

Entrepreneurship is calling—and 
right now—Denver is from where  
it hails.

Entrepreneurship Happens in Denver

COLORADO RANKED 
5TH IN THE COUNTRY IN 
BUSINESS STARTUP AND 
NEW VENTURE CREATION.

Kauffman Index on Startup Activity

98 ENTREPRENEURS AT THE COMMONS



Denver’s entrepreneurs are 
succeeding because they  
have access to… 

…a strong and growing economy.

…a well-educated workforce.

…a high-quality of life including an 
outdoor lifestyle, cultural amenities,  
and pleasant climate.

…community support and resources  
from The Commons on Champa.

The Commons entrepreneurs  
succeed because they have support.  
Get involved in leadership, volunteer, 
programming, and mentorship 
opportunities. To learn more, contact  
us at programs@thecommons.co.

ENTREPRENEURS 
CREATE THE FUTURE. 
AT THE COMMONS, 
THE FUTURE 
BELONGS 
TO EVERYONE.

ENTREPRENEURS AT THE COMMONS 1110
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Ask founder Rhoda Johnson what 
drives her passion for business  
and she’ll cite studies on the impact 
of improved personal image for 
professional women in their careers — 
a 20-percent gain in pay, for one. 
Rhoda has dedicated her 35-year 
career to helping women master their 
professional image through makeup 
artistry and personal presentation 
coaching. Combining mastery of 
makeup artistry and image consulting, 
she founded Rhoda Design Group in 
2005 to maximize the image potential 
of professional women by making the 
knowledge, tools and skills to manage 
a personal image more attainable. 
She has successfully worked with 
executives, politicians, media talent  
and many others to gain the 
advantage of a professional look. Her 
patented beauty system kits provide 
clients with high-quality products to 
meet their needs. 

Rhoda joined CO.Starters in late 2017  
to develop plans to scale her business. 

“The CO.Starters experience was 
powerful in directing me to put the 
needs of my clients first in all my 
messaging and marketing,” Rhoda 
says, “It also helped me to see myself 
as a valuable asset to their lives.  
The transparent stories of the guest 
speakers encouraged me to stay 
passionate and focused.” 

Since CO.Starters, Rhoda has had 
opportunities to pitch her business in 
the community and has found  
advisors helping to connect her with 
investors and talent to support a new 
strategy she has been working on for 
the past year.

“The transparent stories of 
guest speakers encouraged 
me to stay passionate and 
focused.” Rhoda Johnson

Rhoda Johnson 
Founder, Rhoda Design Group 
rhodadesigngroup.com

12 ENTREPRENEURS AT THE COMMONS
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Denver was ranked one of the top 
five most exciting food cities by 
Zagat in 2017 and it’s about to get 
better. Anthony Lygizos, former chef 
at one of the city’s top restaurants, 
plans to open Leven Deli and 
Sandwich Purveyors in the Golden 
Triangle Creative District in mid-2018. 
The pride of Leven will be two-hand 
sandwiches featuring meats roasted 
in house and pastrami that takes 14 
days to cure and smoke, all served on 
levens, a special sourdough flatbread. 
Open for lunch and dinner at 1200 
Bannock Street, Leven will offer beer 
and wine to compliment a full menu 
of imaginative prepared deli foods. 

Anthony joined CO.Starters in the 
spring of 2017 to focus on market 
fit and the business model. He’s 
partnering with talented fellow 
CO.Starters alumnus Brendan 
Lenahan of Atlas Sign CO. to create 
signature hand-painted signs, menus 
and fixtures for the business.

“CO.Starters encouraged us to reconsider our approach and 
target market. We emerged with a better understanding of 
how to market, which ultimately helped clarify our vision and 
strengthen our business plan.” Anthony Lygizos

Anthony Lygizos 
Co-Founder, Leven Deli and Sandwich Purveyors 
eatleven.com

ENTREPRENEURS AT THE COMMONS 15
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“Being a part of this community has validated our decision to 
grow our business here in Denver.” Kevin Allen, Founder, Row Vigor

GET TO 
KNOW THE 
BUSINESSES 
GROWING AT  
THE COMMONS 
IN 2017-2018 

Row Vigor
When the team behind Row Vigor 
decided to build a company together, 
they sought out a move from the 
East Coast to a city that could offer 
a more accessible entrepreneurship 
ecosystem that also values fitness. 
Row Vigor focuses on fitness content 
for rowing—a trending method of 
elite training for all types of athletes. 
The athletic lifestyle, startup culture, 
and technology capital of Denver 
won them over. A mentor introduced 
them to The Commons where they’re 
leveraging the connections, programs, 
and “What can I do for you?” 
mentality of the community. 

rowvigor.com

Alt Ethos
Interactive digital arts and events 
startup Alt Ethos brought on new 
employees this year prompting them 
to make a move from The Commons’ 
Innovation Lounge to dedicated 
desks on the second floor of The 
Commons. As Alt Ethos began 
generating positive revenue in the 
fall, the team was able to lease a 
space to the staff and build several 
new projects. 

altethos.com

Colorado Startups
Tech entrepreneur, mentor and 
investor Paul Foley volunteers his 
expertise to support and inspire 
the region’s tech-enabled startups 
while building his own. In 2017 
he co-founded and is CEO of an 
investment platform called “Smart 
Capital” that allows anyone to invest 
in top venture capital funds. He 
also founded the Colorado Startups 
resource website and 5,000-member 
Facebook community for startup 
enthusiasts to help one another, learn 
from each other, and contribute  
to the growth of entrepreneurship  
in the state. 

coloradostartups.com 
smartcapitalx.com

“Entrepreneurship can be lonely at times, especially when 
you’re starting out and need guidance! The Commons is  
an outstanding place to start your entrepreneurial journey  
to get the resources you need as you grow your company.”  
Paul Foley, Colorado Startups

ENTREPRENEURS AT THE COMMONS
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A&D CONSTRUCTION for safe, 
modern remodeled homes.

AKASHA BE WELL creates integrated 
health and wellness for women 
through its collection of natural health 
and beauty care products.

ART RESTART, a social enterprise 
of The Gathering Place assists 
women experiencing poverty 
and homelessness by creating 
marketplaces for their artwork.

ARTIBUS produces education, 
outreach and cultural exchange 
through theatre-based practice. 

BAR SOAP is a laundromat that 
doubles as a neighborhood bar and 
food stop. (Concept Stage)

BIRTH CENTER supports a 
community of women and their 
families before, during, and after 
childbirth. (Concept Stage)

BRIGHTSIDE VEGAN ICE  
CREAMS offers dairy-free ice cream 
for those with food allergies, a vegan 
lifestyle, or are adventurous foodies.

BUTTON & ZIPPER  is a non-profit 
community coat drive that engages  
a broad community in providing 
warmth and security to homeless 
and at risk youth. Its founder is also 
building IrBiz and Fluent Hustle 
to stimulate business success by 
connecting owners, entrepreneurs, 
operators, and consumers to resources 
and encouraging entrepreneurs to 
achieve more.

BYKE LYNK, a public benefit 
corporation, offers employee-owned 
“EVAAS” (electric vehicles as a service) 
franchises that meet a community’s 
environmentally-conscious 
transportation needs.

CARE SQUARED’s eco-friendly, 
pre-curated care packages for special 
occasions and appreciation are now 
available for sale online.

COLORADO SOL is a Native 
American-owned company offering 
complete maintenance services to 
protect investments in commercial, 
public, and private solar systems.

COZY FOX TOURS AND RENTALS 
is an all-inclusive, multifunctional 
camping insert that converts station 
wagons and SUVs into a mini motor  
home in 10 minutes or less.  
(Concept Stage)

MORE THAN 60% OF THE COMMONS’ 
ENTREPRENEUR PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 
ARE HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED AND 
UNDERVALUED IN OUR ECONOMY.

ENTREPRENEURS AT THE COMMONS
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DAVID BROOKTON transforms your 
images into works of art that are as 
unique as you are. 

DIMERY BRAND + CONCEPT builds 
the customer base of hospitality and 
food and beverage clients through 
social strategies, online dialog, and 
reputation management that lends a 
distinctive voice to brands.

ECLECTIC ACTIVATION is an 
experiential consulting company 
building market share for its clients 
through creative programs and events, 
strategic partnerships, sponsorships, 
and onsite activation. 

EFFCT is a new media company 
focused on real social impact through 
political communications and software 
for content publishing on Amazon 
Alexa. 10% of profits go to the world’s 
most effective charities. 

ELEMENT OF SCIENCE publishes 
illustrated stories to capture childish 
curiosity and channel it into scientific 
methods to explore the world around 
its readers. (R&D Stage)

FARM TO CLASSROOM 
INTERNATIONAL is a social 
enterprise using agriculture to meet 
the basic needs of rural students 
through value-added models that 
generate revenue back to programs.

FLIPSIDE PILLOW’s collection of 
whimsical fabric-based products are 
for anyone who needs messages of 
love and encouragement.

G-SUIT is inventing the next 
generation of anti-gravitational 
compression products to serve the 
medical needs of patients suffering 
from blood flow conditions including 
POTS and other dysautonomic 
conditions. (R&D Stage)

GARAGE TIME helps vehicle owners 
find and book DIY workspace for auto 
maintenance while helping home and 
business owners get paid for sharing 
their garage space.

HIMALI founder and mountaineer, 
Dave Schaeffer, first came to The 
Commons to meet with OED business 
advisors about his outdoor apparel 
startup. He discovered The Commons 
mentorship program and was  
quickly connected to mentors that 
have been helping him to develop  
his business strategy.

HORIZONS COMMUNITY BUILD 
CENTER & FREEDOM VANWORKS 
is a community space serving Tiny 
Home professionals and enthusiasts 
through education, workspace, tools, 
and resources for custom tiny home 
and van builds. (R&D Stage)

INDUSTRIAL ARTS specializes 
in custom furniture and fixtures 
fabricated with metal and wood.

INNOVATIONARIES is an online 
community of socially-conscious 
shoppers and companies making 
products that give back. (Concept 
Stage)

IRBIZ stimulates business success by 
connecting owners, entrepreneurs, 
operators, and consumers to 
resources. The founder is also building 
Fluent Hustle, a platform to empower, 
promote, connect, and encourage 
entrepreneurs to achieve more.  

KCM EVENTS offers low-stress 
event planning for perfect milestone 
events, including product launches, 
corporate events, birthdays, and 
weddings. 

KELLEY SCHEI STUDIOS features 
a line of one-of-a-kind art prints and 
notecards for the retail market.

ENTREPRENEURS AT THE COMMONS
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KNOW IT OUT LOUD trains 
academics and students how to 
connect with the public and attract 
industry and private support for their 
research. 

LAUNCH MICRO SCHOOLS is 
opening “tiny schools” designed 
and led to meet the needs of 
unique, highly marginalized student 
communities.

LAYER 10 CONSULTING is redefining 
how technology is conceptualized, 
designed, deployed, and supported 
in commercial construction projects. 
Layer 10 supplies digital architecture, 
engineering, and implementation 
services to support management of 
employees, tenants, and customers.

LEANCLOSET is building an app 
to connect neighbors in lending or 
renting fashion, including clothing, 
formal wear, handbags, shoes,  
and accessories. (R&D Stage) 

LETT ME TAMALE is a Mexican street 
food truck specializing in tamales. 
(Concept Stage)

LISBETH JOE’s line of shoes offers 
the posture benefits of minimalist 
barefoot shoes while appealing to the 
fashion-conscious consumers’ work 
and evening looks. (R&D Stage)

MINDFULLWE provides a range 
of treatments for common mental 
disorders via a community health 
worker model. Its pilot program in 
Uganda is focused on recovery from 
depression utilizing collaborative 
stepped-care interventions.

ENTREPRENEURS AT THE COMMONS
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SLANT’D is a media company that 
celebrates Asian-American identity 
through personal storytelling.

SOULFUL ESSENCE offers a full 
line of aromatherapy for mindfulness 
practices, including yoga and 
meditation.

TECHNITORY offers smart technology 
training center for senior citizens.

THE CRAFTSMAN & APPRENTICE 
is a heritage-inspired craft workshop 
for kids and adults offering goods, 
workshops, and workspace.

TURTLEWISE, a virtual mentorship 
network, joined OED’s ScaleUp 
Network while considering a move 
from New York City to Denver. The 
co-founder has since become an 
advisor to The Commons on equity 
and inclusion in entrepreneurship. 
Turtlewise served as the official 
mentorship platform for Denver 
Startup Week in 2017. 

NIMBLE-ON-DEMAND is 
reimagining the property maintenance 
industry. (Concept Stage)

RISTOLE founder and CEO, Jackie 
Adams, credits the mentorship she 
received through The Commons’ 
Women on the Rise program for 
pushing her to the next phase of 
scaling her business. She is actively 
planning how she will hire a full team 
to serve her growing client base.

ROOMDOCK is a house sharing and 
apartment rental website designed 
to support the specific needs of 
international students. 

SITTER.ME leveraged The Commons 
as the team’s HQ when it first 
launched. They have since closed 
$800k which they are using to 
scale the company and hire more 
employees. Now Kristen Stiles,  
CEO and co-founder mentors at  
The Commons.

ENTREPRENEURS AT THE COMMONS
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VENDOR TONIGHT is an online 
marketplace for event vendors to 
connect with event planners. Making 
a comprehensive booking platform 
from initial search to contract signing. 
(Concept Stage)

VSPR is a business alignment and 
roadmap prioritization tool for software 
companies that answers the “Am I 
investing in the right functionality at the 
right time?” question.

YONOMI – The Commons was 
headquarters for smart device startup 
Yonomi while they built and launched 
the company. Yonomi got connected 
to the region’s high-tech incubator 
Innosphere through The Commons 
where they have access to expertise, 
new markets, and funding.

YOU GO GIRL offers safe, affordable 
rideshare for women, children,  
and pets.

ENTREPRENEURS AT THE COMMONS



2017- 2018 
COMMONS 
ENTREPRENEUR 
OF THE YEAR Sarah Tuneberg   

Co-Founder & CEO of Geospiza  
geospiza.us

Chosen as The Commons Entrepreneur of the Year by her  
peers, Sarah Tuneberg was recognized for her bold progress 
in starting and growing a business, support of fellow 
entrepreneurs in their journeys, and for “giving first” and 
taking a lead in the entrepreneurship community. Since 
graduating from CO.Starters at The Commons, she has 
gone on to the Techstars accelerator where she successfully 
secured seed funding and hired her 6th employee.  
The Geospiza team will be located in downtown Denver. 

“The emphasis on customer 
engagement in CO.Starters helped 
us bring our MVP from so-so to 
incredible. The close collaboration 
on solving customer pain points 
worked so well that we’re now 
converting potential customers to 
paying customers.” Sarah Tuneberg

2928 2017-2018 COMMONS ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR
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The number of major natural disasters 
has quadrupled since the 1970s. In 
2005, public health and emergency 
management professional Sarah 
Tuneberg became a survivor of 
Hurricane Katrina. The storm caused 
over 1,800 fatalities and $125 billion 
in damage and changed Sarah’s life as 
she witnessed the failed government 
response that ensued. 

Inspired to create a solution, Sarah left 
her job in emergency management 
and co-founded Geospiza in 2017 
to develop emergency management 
tools that would help emergency 
managers, elected officials, and 
corporate leaders make data-driven, 
evidence-based decisions that 
reduce risk, enhance resilience, and 
strengthen communities. 

“Despite Geospiza’s early prospects and successes post 
CO.Starters, when I first met Sarah, she was more excited 
to learn about me and my business than share her own 
(profoundly impressive and compelling) story. She operates 
with a genuine ‘people first’ lens that leads her to quickly 
get to know people on a deep level, and she authentically 
strives to improve the lives of those who cross her path. 
Without my asking, she introduced me to at least three of 
her contacts who she thought I could learn from, not only 
for my business, but for my greater career and personal 
ambitions as well. The more I have gotten to know her and 
how she runs her company, the more impressed I am at  
her unwavering commitment to her values, and running a  
mission-driven organization. This is evidenced by her 
approach to talent acquisition, providing health benefits in  
a company of only five employees, and the basis for why 
she started the company in the first place.”  
Baxter Cochennet, CO.Starters Alum

“Sarah has done so much in under one year! Not only has she 
taken her business to a new level with Techstars, but she is 
always the first person to recommend ideas, resources, or a 
connection to a fellow entrepreneur. She has the rare talent 
and ability to move forward her ideas while being just as 
engaged in others. I am very impressed with Sarah and what 
she has accomplished!”  
Teresa Densmore, CO.Starters Alum

ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR (CONTINUED)

Sarah joined the CO.Starters 
accelerator program at The Commons 
in the spring of 2017. Sarah and  
the Geospiza team were one of ten  
companies recently selected from 
thousands of applicants to join 
Techstars, a leading global seed 
accelerator. The team recently 
recruited another entrepreneur from 
the CO.Starters program to support 
the company’s growth.

2017-2018 COMMONS ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR



THE COMMONS 
PROGRAMS

The Commons partners, volunteers, 
and sponsors play a key role in  
The Commons programs. Take part  
and make a difference in the 
community. To learn more, contact  
us at programs@thecommons.co.

No ordinary business program, 
The Commons approach to the 

“Entrepreneurial Journey” equips 
motivated entrepreneurs with the 
skills, relationships and tools to 
start and scale new businesses— 
within The Commons community 
where anyone can thrive, 
regardless of where you’re from 
or who you know. The program 
includes education and training, 
but it doesn’t stop there. It’s 

designed for gaining inspiration 
and support networks, too. 

The program launched this year 
with support from grantmakers 
and The Kauffman Foundation 
Diversity & Inclusion Challenge 
awarding best-in-class economic 
development programs for young 
local companies and diverse 
entrepreneurs. 

The Entrepreneurial Journey Starts Here

3332 THE COMMONS PROGRAMS
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Leadership Spotlight Series 
A monthly speaker series revealing 
the entrepreneurial journey that 
leading entrepreneurs in the Denver 
community have taken in finding 
their own brand of success. These 
intimate conversations focus on 
pathways to innovation and emerging 
market opportunities to inspire 
entrepreneurship and risk-taking.

Mentorship 
The Commons invites broad community  
support for the entrepreneurs and  
risk-takers in our community. Our virtual 
and event-based mentorship programs 
served over 700 entrepreneurs this 
year, with 640 hours of group and 
individual guidance and support from 
some of the region’s most successful 
business leaders, innovators, experts 
and investors.

OED @ The Commons 
One-on-one technical and business 
advisory services from eleven local 
entities are available by appointment 
through Denver’s Office of Economic 
Development location at The 
Commons. Service partners include 
the Denver Public Library, US Patent 
& Trademark Office, SBA, local 
nonprofit lenders, SCORE and more. 
This team provided 325 advisory 
sessions this year. 

Business Startup Basics  
A workshop and training series 
led by community partners to fill 
the knowledge gap for early-stage 
entrepreneurs. To start, “Will it Fly” 
presents the ten required steps  
for successfully starting a business 
and “Business Startup Bootcamp” 
takes entrepreneurs through each 
individual step. The program will 
soon offer dedicated courses in core  
areas of business and entrepreneurship. 

Commons Alumni 
Accelerator graduates join an alumni 
community of functioning local 
businesses deeply supported by the 
full breadth of The Commons and 
Downtown Denver Partnership network 
and other resources. The “Roadmap” 
program offers accelerator alums a 
90-day curriculum and coaching to 
develop their businesses even further.

Community Programming 
The Commons is a special place 
where the community at-large 
gets deeply involved in supporting 
entrepreneurship. Any day of the 
week, entrepreneurs can visit our 
online Community Calendar to find 
workshops, training, networking and 
mentorship events produced by 
organizations and individuals from 
The Commons network. 

CO.Starters at The Commons  
Where the Journey really begins— 
a nine-week business accelerator 
for entrepreneurs in small groups to 
meet business startup challenges and 
refine their business models in real 
time. With a new cohort starting every 
twelve weeks, the program supported 
65 entrepreneurs in 13 different 
industries in the past year. Each cohort 
is led by entrepreneurial leaders 
from the community certified in the 
CO.Starters curriculum.

Denver Resource Navigator 
Denver’s entrepreneurship environment 
is resource rich, but finding the right 
resources isn’t always easy. That’s why 
The Commons hosts the Resource 
Navigator, a searchable online 
database connecting entrepreneurs 
to the right resources at the right 
time. The database draws from 
over 80 profiles of local providers of 
business resources and support. We 
tracked 3,250 connections between 
entrepreneurs and these critical 
resources in the past year. The Denver 
Resource Navigator also serves as a 
community of providers, with regular 
meetings for members to collaborate 
on ways to enhance Denver’s 
entrepreneurship ecosystem.

PROGRAM GRADUATES SAY THEY FEEL 7X MORE 
CONFIDENT AND CAPABLE IN THEIR ABILITY TO 
BE SUCCESSFUL. 75% OF THEM HAVE LAUNCHED 
OPERATIONAL BUSINESSES.

The Commons Entrepreneurial Journey includes: 

THE COMMONS PROGRAMS
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Women on the Rise 
A growing community supported by 
the Downtown Denver Partnership’s 
Women’s Council and dedicated to 
connecting entrepreneurs to role 
models, resources, and mentorship 
so they can share their success 

stories and dispel the depiction that 
entrepreneurship isn’t for women. 
The program includes the monthly 
Women Entrepreneurs Spotlight, 
the annual Women on the Rise 
Mentorship program, and quarterly 
resource networking events.

Successful entrepreneurs have one 
thing in common: Support. 

At The Commons, entrepreneurs can 
find all they need to start and grow 
a business. Resources. Community. 
Inspiration. 

If you’re starting up, start here. 

To learn more, visit us at: 
thecommons.co
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THE COMMONS 
COMMUNITY

The Commons community is a 
diverse ecosystem of like-minded 
professionals. People from  
different backgrounds and 
experiences come together to  
Give and to Gain.

Those who Give come here to 
share best practices and ideas.  
Those who Gain become 
empowered and inspired to 
help others.

192 ORGANIZATIONS CAME TOGETHER TO LIFT 
UP INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP AT THE 
COMMONS. 17,000 PEOPLE PARTICIPATED IN OUR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP COMMUNITY.

THE REWARDS  
OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
SIGNIFICANTLY EXCEED  
THE RISKS  
WHEN ENTREPRENEURS  
ARE PART OF A  
COMMUNITY.

39THE COMMONS COMMUNITY
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BUSINESS LEADERS  
Those who want to share their 
experience, get involved, and give 
back to this vibrant community.

COMMUNITY LEADERS 
Champions doing their part to help 
build community and coalition 
to enhance our innovation and 
entrepreneurship ecosystem.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
The 80+ organizations that get 
involved in connecting entrepreneurs 
in our community to the resources, 
tools and relationships they need to 
start and grow their businesses.

ESTABLISHED 
ENTREPRENEURS 
Those who come to The Commons to 
learn more, do more, share more.

INNOVATORS  
Those with ideas that can not and 
should not wait. Showing up all the 
time to find people who are ready  
to collaborate.

MICRO-BUSINESSES  
Employee owned/managed 
businesses of five or less people 
who come to The Commons to 
experience the success of and learn 
from their peers.

We are a community of...

NEW BUSINESSES 
Newly formed within the last two 
years whose founders come to The 
Commons to grow their networks, 
knowledge, and resources to scale 
their businesses.

RESOURCE PARTNERS 
Those who are given the great 
responsibility to foster growth  
and help our community to pursue  
all of the resources and support  
in our city.

SMALL BUSINESSES  
200 or less employees whose 
managers and leaders come to  
The Commons to lead other leaders 
through their challenges.

STARTUPS 
Newly formed within the last two 
years whose founders participate with  
The Commons’ programs.

WOULD-BE 
ENTREPRENEURS  
Those with a dream, an idea, or a 
desire to make their own path come 
to The Commons to check their gut; 
to decide if the risk involved is too 
high for the possible reward.

UP-AND-COMING 
ENTREPRENEURS 
Those who took the leap come to  
The Commons to gain valuable 
counsel and learn how to grow their 
ideas into action plans, business 
plans, and resource plans.

THE COMMONS COMMUNITY
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THE COMMONS 
COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS

2017-2018 Snapshot of Community Partnerships

City and County of Denver Office 
of Economic Development (OED) 
produced over 125 public workshops 
and 250+ hours of training for 
young businesses at The Commons 
in the past year, including financial 
literacy, marketing, certification, 
tax and licensing, and industry-
specific assistance. The “OED at 
The Commons” business advisory 
program integrates a variety of city 
agencies, as well as community 
lenders, and federal agencies 
including the SBA. The City and 
County of Denver further supports 
The Commons and co-location 
of services through financial and 
property investments.

Colorado Technology Association 
& Foundation (CTA), a founding 
partner and tenant of The Commons, 
trained Denver-area youth in STEM 
and technology skills to build our 
region’s tech talent pool. CTA’s 
leadership in our technology sector 
helps to make The Commons a 
destination for the technology and 
startup community. Together we 
sponsored a month-long bootcamp 
for marginalized individuals to access 
jobs in software coding.

Best for Colorado hosted events at 
The Commons to train and educate 
local companies on using business  
as a force for good in the lives  
of their communities while gaining  
a competitive advantage in  
the marketplace.

Rockies Venture Club chose  
The Commons as the place for their  
events connecting investors to 
entrepreneurial companies. Its angel  
investor trainings, youth 
entrepreneurship programs and pitch 
events have resulted in $220 million in 
funding for 31 companies since 2014.

US Patent & Trademark Office 
expanded its outreach services for 
inventors, entrepreneurs, startups and  
researchers by hosting educational 
events at The Commons. The agency 
also provides one-on-one technical 
assistance through advisory hours 
with “OED at The Commons.”

Denver Startup Week chose 
The Commons as the home of 

“Basecamp by Chase for Business” 
for 9,000 attendees to get involved 
in programs, mentorship and 
community during this premier week-
long celebration of Denver’s  
startup community.

Denver Founders and New Tech,  
two of the region’s largest 
technology and startup centered 
meetups hosted monthly events  
at The Commons to serve 20,000+  
members. The Commons provides  
venue sponsorship for 11 meetup  
groups supporting local 
entrepreneurship.

Colorado’s Outdoor Recreation 
Industry and OED conducted 
leadership, entrepreneurship and 
networking programs with support 
and space use at The Commons in 
conjunction with industry’s largest expo 
and conference moving to Denver.

Innosphere, Travelport Labs, 
Darkfield, Village Capital, 1776  
and Denver ScaleUp Network  
all leveraged The Commons this 
year for accelerator programming 
focused on the growth of startups in 
the region.

Community Wealth Building 
Network became a tenant member 
with in-kind support of office space 
and amenities from The Commons 
for its staff to create equitable 
economic opportunity in the region.

Led by the Downtown Denver Partnership, The Commons serves as the 
center of Denver’s entrepreneurship community, but we don’t stand alone. 
The collaboration of others that share our mission is what defines our culture 
of innovation and entrepreneurship. In the past year, we provided the event 
and meeting space for 192 meetups, accelerators, education and training 
programs, funding networks, and community services to deliver their own 
support programs for the entrepreneurial public. This coming together of 
entrepreneurship support programs fosters an ecosystem where people and 
resources can interact productively. 

By working with Community Partners to provide low- or no-cost space use, 
marketing support and affiliation, we are amplifying the impact of programs 
like these:

IN 2017-2018, THE COMMONS 
PROVIDED SPACE FOR 192 
EVENTS THAT SERVED DENVER’S 
ENTREPRENEURIAL COMMUNITY.

Get involved in supporting an 
economic future that belongs  
to everyone.

Become a Denver Resource 
Navigator. Be a part of our 
Business Advisory Network.
Or participate in educational 
programming and training.

Partner with us by contacting: 
programs@thecommons.co.

THE COMMONS COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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2017- 2018 
COMMONS 
COMMUNITY
PARTNER
OF THE YEAR

This year, Rockies Venture Club was recognized for its 
exemplary work to advance access to funding, mentorship 
and education in Denver’s entrepreneurship community. 
Finding funding at the right time is the entrepreneur’s 
conundrum. That’s why we celebrate partners like Rockies 
Venture Club that are leading the charge to connect 
investors to promising young companies. Commons 
entrepreneurs also participate in RVC programs to become 
investment-ready and to receive mentorship.

“The Commons on Champa 
has been a game changer 
for the startup community 
of Denver. Our organization 
has leveraged this resource 
for angel investor meetings, 
pitch events, Denver Startup 
Week events, our Biz Girls 
program, and a whole lot 
more. The Commons is a 
great collaborator for new 
ventures and the community 
of investors in Colorado.” 
Peter Adams, Executive Director, 

Rockies Venture Club, The Commons

Rockies Venture Club   
rockiesventureclub.org

ROCKIES VENTURE CLUB  
HAS INVESTED $33 MILLION 
IN 31 PORTFOLIO COMPANIES 
SINCE 2014.

Partner with us to 
strengthen Denver’s 
culture of innovation and 
entrepreneurship. 

Please contact us at 
programs@thecommons.co.

2017-2018 COMMONS COMMUNITY PARTNER OF THE YEAR



THANK YOU TO OUR 
HONORARY PARTNERS 
OF THE YEAR 
FOR SUPPORTING THE COMMONS 
AND DENVER’S GROWING 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP COMMUNITY. 

The Commons is powered by The Downtown 
Denver Partnership as part of its visionary  
place-based strategy to build an economically 
powerful center city.

THE COMMONS 
SUPPORTERS

THE COMMONS SUPPORTERS 4746
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2017- 2018 
FINANCIAL 
SUPPORTERS

The Commons works with companies, 
civic, community organizers, 
nonprofits and other organizations to 
create entrepreneurial breakthroughs. 

The services are ongoing and 
provided at no cost to the public.
Our campus is free and open to  
the entire community, creating a 

space where anyone can contribute 
to entrepreneurship.

Financial partners support the 
systems The Commons curates to link 
young businesses to a community 
that can deliver critical connections  
to education, markets, mentorship, 
and funding. 

Financial and Resource Partners

3D Identity 
Boettcher Foundation
Brad Feld
City and County of Denver
Colorado Impact Fund 
Comcast
Drumbeat
Erik Mitisek
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
Istonish
JP Morgan Chase
Liberty Global 
Luna Gourmet Coffee & Tea
MAD Greens
mc squares 
NAI Shames Makovsky
Noble Energy 
Oblong
PCL Construction
Polsinelli
Ryan Heckman and the Quarterly Forum
University of Phoenix
U.S. Bank Foundation
Wells Fargo

2017-2018
FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS

To support entrepreneurship 
in Denver, please contact 
programs@thecommons.co. 

SINCE 2015, MORE THAN  
40 ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDED 
RESOURCES AND PRO BONO 
FINANCIAL EXPERTISE TO  
MAKE THE COMMONS 
INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED. 

2017-2018 FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS
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2017- 2018 
COMMONS 
VOLUNTEER 
OF THE YEAR Olivia Omega Wallace  

The Wallace Marketing Group 
oliviaomega.com

Olivia Omega Wallace is a personal branding expert, social 
media strategist, and a sought-after speaker focused on 
building entrepreneurial brands. She joined The Commons 
community in 2016 where she serves on the Women’s 
Council, volunteers as a mentor, and facilitates the 9-week 
CO.Starters accelerator program.

Olivia played a prominent role at The Commons in 2017 by 
leading design sessions that supported the launch of the 
new 9-week accelerator and Women on the Rise programs. 

“Olivia Omega Wallace is mega! She uses her extensive 
experience in the world of marketing and brand development 
to help the next generation of business leaders, like myself. 
Olivia challenges her clients to push past the surface, to 
dive deeper into understanding their brand positioning and 
voice. This guidance has been extremely beneficial to me as 
an individual in the midst of starting a brand.” Triston Dimery

2017-2018 COMMONS VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
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“Olivia served as the 
volunteer co-facilitator in  
the CO.Starters accelerator 
for two cohorts. She is  
an irreplaceable champion 
in the lives of these 
entrepreneurs.” Jacqui Dietrich

We believe entrepreneurship can lead to the economically 
prosperous future we envision for everyone, regardless  
of where you’re from or who you know. Our volunteers and 
financial supporters are making a lasting investment in our 
community and the future of our city. 

Support The Commons.
Join The Commons Leadership and Volunteer Advisory 
Councils. Volunteer as a speaker, mentor, advisor, or facilitator. 
Provide sponsorships, private donations, or economic 
development grants.

Please contact us to learn how: programs@thecommons.co.

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR (CONTINUED)

IN 2017-2018, 
OLIVIA PROVIDED 
28 ENTREPRENEURS 
WITH MORE THAN  
75 HOURS 
OF TRAINING AND 
SUPPORT TO DEVELOP 
AND LAUNCH  
THEIR BUSINESSES.

2017-2018 COMMONS VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
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BUILD 
THE COMMONS

IN 2017-2018, WE 
HELPED MORE THAN 400 
ENTREPRENEURS START  
AND GROW NEW BUSINESSES. 
BUT WE’RE NOT DONE YET. 

BUILD THE COMMONS
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GET INVOLVED IN AN ECOSYSTEM  
SUPPORTING ENTREPRENEURIAL SUCCESS 
Join Us in Building a Better Future
The Commons on Champa is a charitable organization of The Downtown 
Denver Partnership founded to create a culture of entrepreneurship and 
innovation for building an economically powerful center city. Our community 
is made up of organizations and individuals who share in this mission. We 
work together to make the most of all our efforts to promote future economic 
prosperity. Our shared values define our culture and help us fulfill our mission: 
Entrepreneurship, Innovation, Inclusion, Access, Give and Gain, Cooperation, 
Diversity, Courage.

What We’re About
Space is Our Primary Resource. 
The Commons is a public space open and accessible to those with an interest 
in entrepreneurship.

We serve as Denver’s hub for entrepreneurship, where people can find 
everything they need to start and grow a business.

People are our Primary Asset. 
In just three years, 40,000 community members have engaged in the 
entrepreneurship ecosystem through The Commons. Our open network of 
entrepreneurs, volunteers, resource providers, investors and experts provides 
an endless source of inspiration for this ecosystem to flourish. 

Courage is Our Primary Attribute. 
At The Commons, we understand and value the risk and rewards of 
entrepreneurship. We harness initiatives to support entrepreneurship, and 
together our community works to create the conditions for entrepreneurs to 
take risks and achieve higher rates of success. 

GET INVOLVED IN MAKING  
ENTREPRENEURIAL BREAKTHROUGHS
Entrepreneurship Support Partner
The Commons connects entrepreneurs to the many types of support they 
rely on for success. We coordinate a rich local ecosystem of resource and 
service providers and experienced volunteers to deliver personal, business, 
financial and cultural support. There are many ways for organizations and 
individuals to participate as Support Partners:
• Personal: Mentorship, Education and Training
• Business: Development Programs, Accelerators and Incubators,  

Technical Assistance
• Financial: Loan Programs, Crowdfunding Resources, VC and Angel Networks
• Cultural: Networking Opportunities, Inspirational Events

Volunteer
Commons entrepreneurs succeed because they have support. Volunteers are 
essential to our mission of connecting entrepreneurs with resources. Every 
year, more than 500 volunteers donate their time to The Commons.

Volunteer Experiences:

• Mentorship Network • Event Support Staff
• Workshop Instructors • Community Council Leaders
• Guest Speakers • Storytellers

Corporate Partners
We work to make entrepreneurship accessible. We make almost everything 
we do freely available to the public. Over 40 sponsors help to sustain our 
programming and world-class facility. Here’s how our Corporate Partners 
demonstrate a commitment to entrepreneurship and economic growth and 
get connected to Denver’s most entrepreneurial community:

• Corporate Sponsorship—Integrated sponsorship opportunities aligned 
with our mission and tailored to your marketing or philanthropic objectives.

• Program or Event Sponsorship —Captures an entrepreneurial audience 
through our most successful programs and events. 

• Scholarship Sponsorship— Increases accessibility by subsidizing program 
costs and providing direct scholarship opportunities to lower situational 
barriers.

• Corporate Volunteer Programs —Your employees will enjoy an array of 
opportunities that leverage their expertise and meet your company’s 
community engagement objectives.

Sponsorship of The Commons and our programs will give your company 
important visibility and community recognition. Proceeds from private use 
of The Commons facilities pay for operating costs, enabling 100% of your 
support toward our entrepreneurship programs.

Grant Support
Each year, grantmakers invest in The Commons to deepen their impact in 
economic equity and opportunity. Grant funds support the development  
and scale of entrepreneurship programming at The Commons, and leverage 
our coordination of the entrepreneurship ecosystem to drive business  
creation. The Commons is also part of The Kauffman Foundation’s Inclusion 
Open grant program to address direct barriers to disadvantaged entrepreneurs.

Donor Support
Gifts to The Commons fund enhancements to our center, technology, 
programs and scholarships.

For more information about investing in innovative entrepreneurship at  
The Commons, please contact us at: programs@thecommons.co.

BUILD THE COMMONS
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AT THE COMMONS, 
THE COMMUNITY 
COMES TOGETHER 
TO SUPPORT 
DENVER’S ASPIRING 
ENTREPRENEURS 
AND INNOVATORS 
AS THEY MAKE A 
POSITIVE IMPACT 
IN OUR CITY. 
THIS COLLABORATION 
IMPROVES THE ODDS 
OF SUCCESS FOR 
RISK-TAKERS TO BUILD THE 
NEXT GENERATION 
OF BUSINESS AND CREATE 
TRUE WEALTH FOR THEIR 
INVESTORS, EMPLOYEES, 
AND FAMILIES.

BUILD THE COMMONS
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
MONDAY - FRIDAY 
9AM-5PM

In the Heart of Downtown Denver
1245 CHAMPA ST
DENVER, CO 80204

info@thecommons.co
@commonsonchampa
#CommonsDenver

SHARE IN OUR VISION FOR AN 
ECONOMICALLY POWERFUL 
CENTER CITY. 

GET INVOLVED IN 
ENTREPRENEURIAL 
BREAKTHROUGHS. 

JOIN OUR MISSION TO 
INSPIRE AND ELEVATE 
NEW BUSINESS VENTURES.

THECOMMONS.CO
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1245 CHAMPA ST
DENVER, CO 80204

THECOMMONS.CO


