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With a Bias for Action.
At the Downtown Denver Partnership, we know that 

with great impact comes great responsibility. We have 
a responsibility to strategically and methodically guide 
Downtown Denver’s growth, build with vision, and 
bring people together as visionary city builders. We 
have a bias for action. Through bold moves and small 
steps, we drive meaningful impact, inspire action, bring 
people together and build the place where people and 
businesses thrive.

For 63 years, the Downtown Denver Partnership has 
been steady, confident and visionary in our efforts to 
build one of the most economically powerful center 
cities in the country. Guided by the 2007 Downtown 
Area Plan, the 20-year plan for Downtown Denver, 
the Partnership is leading a place-based economic 
development strategy that positively impacts our center 
city 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

The Partnership is aligned around seven key areas 
of impact that guide our strategic work. Over the 
course of the past year, we have made moves big 
and small that contributed to Downtown Denver’s 
growth and solidified Denver’s place as one of the 
best cities in the country to live, work and visit. 

We emphasize bike lanes, public spaces, housing 
and amenities, building a place where people want to 
be. Read on to learn about our seven areas of impact 
that are changing the face of Downtown Denver:

Vibrant Spaces and Dynamic Events

We’re connecting Denver’s community to memorable, 
dynamic events and vibrant spaces that excite and 
inspire. Through programs and events that bring over 
a million people to Downtown Denver each year, our 
work makes shaping our place possible. From the 
Skyline Beer Garden to the Parade of Lights, we create 
experiences that bring families together throughout the 
year to enjoy Downtown Denver.

Transformative Planning and Public Policy

With a bias for action, we are investing in tomorrow, 
executing for today. With thoughtful strategy as our 
guide, we face challenges and opportunities head on, 
addressing a variety of issues that impact our center city. 
We advocate for effective policies to drive our center 
city forward, including the Breathe Easy Ordinance 
that prohibits smoking on the 16th Street Mall and the 
Central Platte Valley – Auraria District amendment to the 
Downtown Area Plan that opens up a prime mixed-use 
development opportunity in the heart of the city. 

Powerful Placemaking

We work to ensure Downtown Denver has vibrant, 
engaging spaces where people want to be. We actively 
work to understand and improve the downtown 
environment, strengthening and supporting the 
economic vitality of the center city. Through initiatives 
like the Security Action Plan, we are seeing a 10% 
decrease in crime in Downtown Denver and additional 
bike lanes are improving the downtown environment, 
strengthening and supporting the economic vitality of 
the center city.

Creating an Active Network of Engaged 
CityBuilders 

Creating opportunities for engagement and impact, 
we bring together leaders at every level to build skills, 
connect with a network of key industry influencers, and 

help build our center city. We transformed 90 leaders 
into city builders through the Downtown Denver 
Leadership Program, over 1,000 young professionals 
engaged with our CityBuild initiative and 150 civic and 
business leaders traveled with us to downtown Los 
Angeles on our 11th Annual Urban Exploration trip.

Fueling Economic Prosperity

Together, we make progress possible. Through our 
place-based economic development efforts, we are 
creating an environment where businesses of all sizes 
thrive. We have seen $5 billion in new investment in 
Downtown Denver in the past five years. We recruit 
world-class retail and businesses, attract the best and 
brightest people and companies and work to bring 
amenities that increase the attractiveness of downtown.

Innovation through Entrepreneurship 

We know that bold ideas drive our city forward. 
Our efforts to create a strong culture and foster 
the conditions for economic success bolstered 
entrepreneurship and innovation across our local 
economy. Whether you are being inspired at Denver 
Startup Week or part of the nine-week CO.STARTERS 
Program at The Commons on Champa, we are fueling 
a culture of entrepreneurship and innovation that 
helps business grow and thrive.

Bringing People and Business Together

We know that a thriving, strategic evolution only 
happens when every voice steps up to the mic. We 
convene Denver’s leaders to make meaningful impact 
on individual businesses - and our city. With 755 
member businesses, the Partnership is the leading 
voice for private sector businesses in the center 
city. We’ve informed and involved more than 6,000 
people in our city building efforts at member events 
throughout the year.

Our work is broad and impactful, and not possible 
without having every voice at the table. Thank you to 
our sponsors and partners who help us sustain the 
organization year after year, to our members who 
deeply engage with us on our Boards of Directors 
and councils and committees and to our civic and 
community partners for your support of these 
programs and so much more. I encourage you to visit 
downtowndenver.com to view our Annual Report and 
read more about our collective impact and determine 
how you can make an impact in our city. 

Join us as we look forward to another year of impactful 
action and record-setting results in the year ahead. 
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“With the abundance 
of talent in Denver, we 
know it’s a perfect fit.”

    

– James Quarles, 
CEO, Strava

downtown residential 
population has tripled 

since 2000

133,500 downtown 
employees, an all 

time high

$2.3 billion of investment 
through developments in 

the pipeline

39.3% of downtown 
employees commute 

by transit

tech startups formed 
over the past three 

years 

3.3% retail
vacancy rate in

Downtown Denver

68% of downtown residents 
have a bachelor’s degree 

or higher

265 

74% increase in tech 
employment since 

2010

State of Downtown Denver Report Documents Record Growth
The rise of Downtown Denver continued throughout 2017 and the first half of 2018, establishing record highs 
for employment, residents, hotel occupancy and tech startup formation. City builders throughout Denver have 
supported investments that are providing an extraordinary return—investments in strategic planning, transit, 
arts and culture, technology, infrastructure, parks and recreation, conventions and visitors have all created an 
environment that has propelled our economically powerful center city forward.

Highlights from the Downtown Denver Partnership’s 2018 State of Downtown Report include:

Downtown’s residential population has tripled since 2000, with nearly 23,000 people now living downtown.

Employment downtown reached a record-high of 133,478 people, which is up 2.5% from last year. 

Over $1.35 billion in new development was completed in 2017 and early 2018, with another $2.26 
billion under construction or planned.

Retail downtown experienced a solid growth year, with retail sales tax collections up 6.4% year-over-year.

Hotel performance is achieving modern day records with an average 79% occupancy rate and $186 
average daily room rate for downtown hotels in 2017.

Technology employment is up 74% since 2010 with 626 technology businesses located in 
Downtown Denver. 

+

+

+

+

+

+

STATE OF DOWNTOWN
HIGHLIGHTS

Download the full report: sodd.downtowndenver.com

Downtown Denver enjoyed a record-setting year in 2017.  This growth 
and prosperity is driven by the Downtown Denver Partnership’s vision 
and strategy to build an economically powerful center city. 
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BRUCE JAMES  
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck

Honored for his long-standing 
commitment to the Downtown 
Denver Partnership, Bruce James 
has been a true advocate for 
Downtown Denver and the 
business community. Through 
his diverse involvement with 
the organization, James has 
consistently propelled the 
mission of the Downtown 
Denver Partnership forward.

Bruce James has held 
positions on both the 
Downtown Denver Partnership 
Management Group and the Downtown Denver, Inc. 
Board of Directors, including his role as Chairman. He 
has also participated in a variety of task forces and 
committees, including the Partnership’s Referenda C&D 

Task Force, Vision 2020 Task Force, Center City Housing 
Council, Economic Development Task Force, the Urban 
Exploration Program and 2004 Ballot Issue Review 
Committee. Additionally, James was the Chair of the 
Downtown Regulatory Working Group from 2016 to 2017.

“My commitment to Downtown Denver is driven by 
the knowledge that every great region has a strong urban 
core, and that organizations like the Partnership can not 
only contribute to its success, but lead change and make 
the urban core and our region stronger as a result.”

Not only does James have a focus on the present 
state of Downtown Denver, he also recognizes the 
importance of shaping the future of the center city, having 
served on the Partnership’s 16th Street Plan Steering 
Committee for its entire duration from 2008 to 2014. The 
committee examined the future of this historic landmark 
destination and planned for much-needed infrastructure 
improvements.

When asked about the future of Downtown Denver, 
James says, “I’m excited because we are at an interesting 
crossroads in our history. On one side, we have incredible 

economic success, a more vibrant urban core and are 
beginning to take our place on national and international 
stages. On the other side, we have a restlessness and 
dissatisfaction among many community members despite 
our successes. This dynamic presents a great leadership 
opportunity for the Partnership as we continue our efforts 
to propel Denver and the region forward, while expanding 
our efforts to connect our success to everyone in Denver.”

Honorary Partner Award

Bruce James
Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck

KEVIN KELLEY 
Husch Blackwell

Honored for his leadership 
and ongoing contributions 
to the Downtown Denver 
Partnership, Kevin Kelley has 
served Denver with an energy 
that embodies Peter Bowes’ 
legacy. In his nearly 30 years 
of practicing real estate law 
in Denver, Kelley has played 
a pivotal role in a number of 
transformative downtown 
projects, from representing 
the Regional Transportation 
District in redeveloping the 
historic Denver Union Station to helping make the 
Colorado Rockies and Coors Field a reality. 

 Since 2014, Kelley has lent his energy to growing 
the Downtown Denver Partnership. As the Managing 
Partner of Husch Blackwell’s Denver office, Kelley has 
made Downtown Denver a focus of his commitment. 
“The Downtown Denver Partnership is an obvious 
choice for our firm’s investment in the community 
because of the impact I know we can help create,” 
Kelley observed. Kelley’s dedication has spurred 
new connections between the Downtown Denver 
Partnership and prospective members, strengthening 
and enriching Denver’s business community while 
enhancing the Partnership’s membership ranks. 

 Reflecting the wide-reaching involvement that Peter 
Bowes exhibited, Kelley serves on multiple boards and 
committees for the Downtown Denver Partnership. 
“In Denver, amazing things happen when you raise 
your hand to participate – people actually take you 

up on the offer. That doesn’t happen everywhere. I’m 
inspired to step up and give more when I’m serving 
an organization that welcomes new energy and ideas. 
When you’re surrounded by people who share a drive 
to get things done, you dig deeper,” said Kelley. Kelley 
serves on the Downtown Denver, Inc. Board of Directors 
as well as the Downtown Denver Management Group, 
and previously served on the Partnership’s Housing Task 
Force. He also co-chaired the Partnership’s 2018 Urban 
Exploration Trip Steering Committee.  As a regular 
fixture at Partnership events, Kelley is counted on by 
colleagues to provide constructive feedback aimed at 
challenging fellow participants and staff to apply new 
ideas and insights that will make the Partnership’s 
activities even more productive and engaging. 

 Kelley has served the Denver community by 
contributing his in-depth knowledge of Denver’s 
real estate market to the Downtown Denver Awards 
Jury, which is responsible for identifying projects that 
significantly impact Downtown Denver and align with 
the goals set forth in the 2007 Downtown Area Plan. 
Under Kelley’s leadership as Jury co-chair in 2016 and 
2017, the Jury recognized a broad spectrum of projects 
that reflect Denver’s emerging ascendance as a 24/7 
city that serves the range of businesses and residents 
who call Denver “home” – from Gusto’s headquarters 
on the 16th Street Mall to the Balfour at Riverfront 
Park assisted living community, and from the A-line 
train to DEN to the Regency Athletic Complex at Metro 
State Denver. 

 Kelley’s leadership at the Partnership’s Corporate 
Sponsor round table meetings has been particularly 
significant. As a true ambassador of the Partnership, 
Kevin has encouraged Husch Blackwell team members 
to engage in a wide variety of Partnership initiatives, 

from his team’s ongoing support of the Partnership’s 
Housing Task Force to its Green Roof Initiative to 
its Mobility Council.  “We all have something to 
contribute,” notes Kelley. “Enlisting our team in the 
Partnership’s initiatives is an easy way to give back to 
Denver’s Downtown.”

 Outside of the Downtown Denver Partnership, Kelley’s 
commitment to the community extends to chairing 
the Board of Directors and serving on the executive 
committee for Junior Achievement Rocky Mountain Inc., 
as well as serving on the board and executive committee 
of the Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce, in addition 
to its finance and legislative policy committees.

 Reflecting on Denver’s rapid development, Kelley 
comments, “Denver has reinvented itself since I 
moved here in 1990. It’s no longer just an oil and gas 
town and a sea of surface parking lots. It’s now a 
center of innovation in a variety of industries. Cities 
stay alive when their attitude is ‘Why not?’ instead 
of ‘Why?’, and I’m enthusiastic about how focused 
Denver is on seeking out new opportunities. We 
encourage a mindset of doing, not following, and 
that attracts a lot of smart, dynamic people who will 
continue to drive our growth.”

Peter Bowes Award

Kevin Kelley
Husch Blackwell

The Downtown Denver Partnership established the Honorary Partner Award in 1995 to recognize individuals who have demonstrated exceptional long-term commitment 
to Downtown Denver and the Downtown Denver Partnership. Honorary Partner Award winners must have been associated with the Partnership for a minimum of 10 
years and have made contributions to the vibrancy, diversity and uniqueness of downtown by participating on various committees, task forces and projects.

As past chairman of the Downtown Denver Partnership and Downtown Denver, Inc. Board of Directors, Peter Bowes’ legacy of leadership and volunteer 
work is still thriving; a legacy that entailed triumphant public service to the City. Bowes lent his passion and expertise to a variety of endeavors, serving 
organizations like the YMCA and the Urban Land Conservancy. Whatever projects he touched, he did so with exemplary vision. We unfortunately lost Peter 
Bowes in December 2014, but he is remembered with 30 years of filling every seat that was open for him and leaving it with grace and impact. Winners of 
the Peter Bowes Award embody his spirit and deep-seated commitment to the thriving future of Downtown Denver and the Downtown Denver Partnership.  
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Visionary 
city builders.

Get involved: DowntownDenver.com
#DowntownDenver

DOWNTOWN DENVER PARTNERSHIP SPONSORS

TECHNOLOGY SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS 

GOLD SPONSORS

DOWNTOWN PARTNERS

Gourmet to Go MadGreensKAIROIGroup14 Engineering RedPeakDCI Engineers
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Olivia Omega, Wallace Marketing Group 
& Brazen Denver

Honored for her ongoing 
leadership and participation 
with a variety of programming 
at The Commons on Champa, 
Olivia Omega has used her 
marketing and branding 
experience to give back to 
her fellow entrepreneurs by 
challenging them to push past 
the surface and dive deeper 
into their authentic voice.

“I support The Downtown Denver Partnership and 
The Commons on Champa because they strive to foster 
community, bring together local businesses large and 
small, and create a city where entrepreneurship is 
encouraged and celebrated,” Omega comments. 

Her passion for creating a supportive, inclusive and 
diverse network that supports entrepreneurs has directly 
contributed to efforts of the Partnership in building 
a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship. In the 
past year, Omega has provided 28 entrepreneurs with 
more than 75 hours of training and support to develop 
and launch their businesses through The Commons on 
Champa.

Omega has been a facilitator of the CO.STARTERS 
at The Commons Program for multiple cohorts, 
helping aspiring entrepreneurs fulfill their goals and 
business plans. She was recognized as the 2017-2018 
Commons on Champa Volunteer of the Year and is 
also an active member of the Women’s Council at The 
Commons on Champa and the Founder Track Chair for 
Denver Startup Week. Omega organized a panel for 
Denver Startup Week focusing on the entrepreneurial 
journeys of local minority women and the importance 
of diversity, support and resources for this burgeoning 
community of entrepreneurs.

Omega reflects on her journey: “As a native, I grew up 
in The Highlands and Sloan’s Lake areas of Denver. Over 
the past 40 years, I’ve seen the growth firsthand and 
I can honestly say I am proud of my city, the booming 
place it has become and the entrepreneurial resources 
it provides.”

Jay Zeschin, Imagine Analytics

Honored for his invaluable 
contributions to Denver Startup 
Week, Jay Zeschin has played 
a critical role in building the 
event into the largest free 
entrepreneurial event of its kind. 
He has been a member of the 
Denver Startup Week Committee 
since its inception in 2012. 

Zeschin’s commitment to the 
Denver community has propelled the mission of Denver 
Startup Week forward with a focus on bringing Denver’s 
startup community together to celebrate and learn. 
“What excites me most about Denver’s future is that 
we’re at a very pivotal juncture. We have critical mass 
and real recognition as both a vibrant destination and 
an economic hub, and there’s tremendous momentum 
pushing us forward,” says Zeschin. “What’s in front 
of us now is to determine how to invest that energy 

wisely, decide what kind of city we want to be for the 
coming decades, and understand how those choices will 
shape the Denver of the future.”

In 2017, Zeschin took on a “full-time” volunteer role 
with Denver Startup Week. In this role, he served as a 
strategic leader for the operations and programming, 
custom-built the website and backend database and 
created countless media and blog pieces that helped 
highlight the programming through Startup Week. 
Zeschin’s contributions continue to improve the Denver 
Startup Week experience for attendees, staff and his 
fellow volunteers. Zeschin is the quiet engine that 
powers this impressive event that hosted almost 19,000 
people in 2017. 

Jay Zeschin created an abundance of content that 
helped to break down barriers for new attendees 
to participate in Startup Week, ultimately playing a 
vital role in the enormous 42% growth in attendees 
from 2016 to 2017. Zeschin has directly contributed 
countless hours of time and effort to Denver Startup 
Week, shaping its success now and in the future.

Zeschin stays engaged in Denver’s business 
community through its thriving entrepreneurial 
community. “It’s an incredible group of people from 
all walks of life who are passionate and generous; 
they are working to bring new concepts to life while 
simultaneously growing a healthy ecosystem that lifts 
everyone up. The interactions I’m privileged to be able 
to experience within that community every single day 
are genuinely humbling.”

Ellen Winkler, INDUSTRY

Honored for her incredible 
vision and work in design 
for the Downtown Denver 
Partnership, Ellen Winkler has 
exceeded expectations with 
her innovative perspective and 
natural insight into the overall 
goals of the Partnership. 

Winkler’s projects with the 
Downtown Denver Partnership 
have included support in designing the new office space 
at 1515 Arapahoe Street and contributing her expertise 
and resources to the Partnership’s brand launch and 
the launch of the 5280 Loop conceptual design phase. 
Winkler worked closely with the Partnership to determine 
which design elements would most effectively foster 
a collaborative and inspiring office environment for 
the Partnership, and create a memorable brand for the 
organization that is aligned with its mission and values.

When asked about the future of Downtown Denver, 
Winkler expresses that she is “excited to see how 
Denver continues to raise the bar and constantly 
evolve and improve. We should all be proud that we 
are starting to see good design that is focused on long 
lasting development—and people are noticing! 

“As the demand for high design and future-forward 
spaces grow, we must continue to be our best. From 
activated streets to bike lanes and multi-modal 
transportation, Denver is building for the future. As we 
continue to look ahead, we will become a truly world-
class city.”

Winkler serves on the 5280 Loop Executive 
Committee, bringing her expertise to the initial design 

process for the Loop, a bold, visionary project that will 
transform the public right-of-way and connect center 
city neighborhoods. Her skill and experience were also 
essential in the development of The Commons on Champa. 
Winkler served as a visionary and trusted advisor in the 
building and launch of The Commons, leaving her mark 
throughout the space. In addition, Winkler currently serves 
on the Denver Civic Ventures Board of Directors. 

Although Denver was originally a temporary move, 
Winkler and her husband fell in love with how “Denver’s 
rare combination of Western freedom and urban fabric 
embraces authenticity and originality.” They saw an 
opportunity to become placemakers in the community 
through the creation of INDUSTRY Denver and 
INDUSTRY RiNo Station, inspired office communities in 
the RiNo neighborhood. 

“Denver has been making bold and intentional 
moves for decades that have resulted in today’s influx 
of brains and hard-working people from around the 
country and the world. Simply put, Denver is an exciting 
and energizing place to live and work,” says Winkler.

Ray Bellucci, TIAA

Honored for his outstanding 
leadership and for being 
a true ambassador of the 
Partnership, Ray Bellucci 
has been involved with 
many Partnership initiatives 
throughout his career. From 
the Urban Exploration trip to 
fundraising for the Parade of 
Lights, Bellucci’s leadership 
continuously engages the TIAA team. 

“TIAA has over 1,500 employees in our downtown 
offices, many of whom work, play and live downtown. 
Having lived and worked in other cities, to see the 
planned evolution of our downtown and center 
city according to the 2007 Downtown Area plan is 
inspiring. The leadership of the Downtown Denver 
Partnership in carrying this vision forward energizes me 
every day to make a difference for our city.”

TIAA’s involvement with the Partnership is wide-
reaching, from program sponsorships to participation 
in Partnership programs including CityBuild, Rocky 
Mountain CitySummit, the Downtown Denver Leadership 
Program and the Downtown Denver Awards Jury. From 
CityBuild to steering committees and the 5280 Loop, 
TIAA has shown a commitment to the Partnership unlike 
any other. Thanks to Ray Bellucci’s leadership, TIAA now 
has a waitlist of staff who want to take advantage of 
Partnership engagement opportunities.

Ray Bellucci has used his relationship-building 
skills to connect the Member Experience Team with 
prospective members as well as with other community 
partners. In addition, Bellucci is a member of the 
Downtown Denver Partnership Management Group 
and has served on the Denver Civic Ventures Board of 
Directors since 2012. 

“Denver’s future has never been brighter. Seeing the 
influx of young professionals, investment in residential 
construction and diversification of our economy ensures 
the vibrancy of our city well into the future,” he says. 
“We aren’t becoming a world class city, we are a world 
class city.”

Downtown Champions 
These notable volunteers have made special contributions to the Downtown Denver Partnership during the period from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018. Each of 
the recipients participated in and contributed significantly to the success of a Downtown Denver Partnership program or project.
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A R A P A H O E  S T R E E T  

S K Y L I N E  PA R K
B E T W E E N  1 6 T H  A N D  1 7 T H  S T R E E T S

J U N E

O C T O B E R
T H R O U G H

W E AT H E R
P E R M I T T I N G S K Y L I N E B E E R G A R D E N . C O M

B E E R F O O D G A M E S
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                 I S  U N L E A S H E D.

Ready to get a head start on solving
tomorrow’s challenges?  

                                  Welcome to Status Go.

gt.com/statusgo

S TAT U S  Q U O  I S  T I E D  D O W N .

“Grant Thornton” refers to Grant Thornton LLP, the U.S. member fi rm of Grant Thornton International Ltd (GTIL), and/or refers to the brand under which the independent 
network of GTIL member fi rms provide services to their clients, as the context requires. GTIL and each of its member fi rms are not a worldwide partnership and are not 
liable for one another’s acts or omissions. In the United States, visit grantthornton.com for details. © 2018 Grant Thornton LLP | All rights reserved | U.S. member fi rm of 
Grant Thornton International Ltd

Status Go™


