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Human beings are creatures of habit. We walk the same paths, frequent the 
same establishments, and revisit our favorite spaces again and again. For many 
of us, the better we know a place, the less of it we see. The 5280 makes Denver 
intimate again, seeking to connect people to their city, to their community, and 
to each other. It transforms the way we use public spaces, creating more than 
�ve miles of urban trails and linear parks through the heart of Denver, o�ering 
residents and visitors alike the chance to explore Denver and meet people they 
might otherwise have never met. 

The 5280 will make locals feel like tourists and tourists feel like locals. It 
promotes the health of mind, body, and spirit with the opportunity to enjoy the 
city, the outdoors, and one another—together. It is a manifestation of what’s 
possible when the community comes together to reimagine the world they 
wish to create. It is quintessentially Colorado and distinctly Denver.
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Designing The 5280 for a wider variety of ages and abilities creates a more democratic system of 
mobility. Taking cues from the mountain trail systems, The 5280 utilizes a yielding system, giving 
preference to slower, more leisurely speeds.

The 5280 will connect to bike-only facilities but will not be designed to accommodate higher-
prioritizes creating neighborhood centers over providing just commuter routes.

In order to realize the philosophy of the route set forth, 
achieve the fluidity desired, and create a design for all users, 
a deep dive into each individual neighborhood was critical to 
understanding the nuances and complexities of laying the 
framework for The 5280.

The team had to gain an understanding of the past efforts of 
the city and each neighborhood that led up to the process of 
creating The 5280. Studying existing neighborhood plans 
helped identify key corridors, landmarks, cultural institutions, 
and amenities within each neighborhood. The conceptual 
route builds on previous planning studies such as the 
Downtown Area Plan, The Outdoor Downtown, Northeast 
Neighborhood Plan and Next Steps Study, Golden Triangle 
Plan, Auraria Master Plan, and State Capitol Complex Master 
Plan, among others.

A robust outreach process that was catered to individual 
neighborhood segments along The 5280 gave great insight 
on how and where the project should connect and enhance 
these places. Many options were considered, studied, and 
vetted with the communities and the project team culminating 
in the conceptual route presented in the Vision Plan.
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The increasing population of our center city, without an 
increase of green space, places a growing strain on our 
parks and open spaces. Inadequate access to open 
space and nature places great stress on both the 
physical and mental health of our downtown residents, 
workers, and visitors. 

PEOPLE

4.4 acres of open space 

per 1,000 people

Center City Residents

92,000 +
Center City Residents

63,000 +
3 acres of open space 

per 1,000 people

2010 2019

Center City Residents

108,000 +
2.5 acres of open space 

per 1,000 people

2024

It’s about PEOPLE,

It’s about CONNECTIONS,

It’s about EXPERIENCE,

It’s about NATURE,

It’s about PLACE,

It’s about HEALTH,

It’s about CULTURE,

It’s about DENVER!

The 5280 will improve health in two major ways: by prioritizing 
active transportation and by increasing access to nature. The 
5.280 mile trail is just over the 10,000 steps recommended 
per day or could be jogged around over an hour lunch break.

HEALTH

Trees are hard to grow in Denver, but we 
know that if we give them the space and 
the time to grow they can thrive. The 5280 
will dedicate the space for trees to grow 
and offer there numerous benefits to both 
in terms of environmental and mental 
health.

Urban forests deliver a variety of 
environmental, health, and social benefits.   
Trees can reduce ambient air temperatures 
by 8-18°F in the heat of the summer.

NATURE “85 percent of US residents identify 
proximity to parks, playgrounds, open 
space, or recreation centers as an 
important factor in their decision where 
to live.” 
National Recreation and Park 
Association

The 5280 will link neighborhoods, 
connect people, weave through rich 
communities and key landmarks with 
over 5 miles of urban trail. The project 
will enhance and strengthen the 
unique character of each 
neighborhood by showcasing local 
culture, iconic features, architecture, 
and history.

Special design interventions 
throughout The 5280 will create energy 
and a sense of place in each distinct 
neighborhood the trail connects. These 
enhanced sections of The 5280 will 
bring needed amenities and enhance 
or create new centers of the 
neighborhoods. The 5280 will 
showcase and strengthen the identity 
of each community with their own 
history, people, and character, aiding in 
the implementation of past 
neighborhood plans.

PLACE

Connections made between entertainment and cultural destinations, arts districts, and government and educational campuses create a civic backbone 
that supports these pillars of society. These new connections advance a changing culture in our downtowns of getting people out of their personal 
vehicles and experiencing the city by foot or bike.

A SHIFT IN MOBILITY CULTURE
The 5280 will serve as a ‘low-stress’ bike facility as well as an enhanced pedestrian-oriented green space through the city that will promote the cultural 
shift of creating a less auto-dominated city and a more equitable place to live work and play.

A PLATFORM FOR EXPRESSION
The 5280 creates space for the local culture of each neighborhood to shine. The trail design is customized by local designers and artists and offers a 
platform for art in our city.

CULTURE

Public Realm Design can influence key predictors of 
health such as physical activity, air quality, social 
connection, neighborhood safety, and traffic safety, 
which lead to measurable outcomes.

For every dollar spent on trail building and maintenance, 
nearly $3 is saved in health care expenses. 

If trees were planted 
every 30 ft on both 
sides of The 5280, that 
would equal nearly 
2,000 trees. Those 
2,000 trees will also 
reduce atmospheric 
carbon by 1,200,000 
lbs per year. That’s the 
same as taking 200 
cars off the road every 
year.


