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Great cities are built by people—the creators of industry, makers of place. Building with vision begins with 
the Members and stakeholders of the Downtown Denver Partnership.

For 64 years, the Downtown Denver Partnership has led the way in building an economically healthy, 
growing and vibrant center city, convening partners and civic leaders to drive progress forward. With a bias 
for action, we are building ttgether  by investing for tomorrow and executing for today. 

Together with our 750+ Member organizations, Boards of Directors, civic leaders and community partners 
who believe in a strong economic future for our center city, we are making progress possible. From 
dynamic events that enliven downtown to decisive actions around effective public policy to our consistent 
efforts to build a thriving culture of entrepreneurship and innovation, we are committed to our relentless 
pursuit of making Denver the best city in the nation—a city built for and by everyone. 

This year, the Partnership has driven progress forward—convening and collaborating with our partners to 
impact our parks and public spaces, transportation networks, public policy and more.
 

• Alongside the City and County of Denver and RTD, we have advised on the redesign of downtown’s 
main street, the 16th Street Mall. 

• We worked to defeat Initiative 300 and joined our partners in the public, private and philanthropic 
sectors to fund much-needed supportive services and day shelters for those experiencing 
homelessness in our community. 

• Recognizing opportunities for Upper Downtown, we convened the public and private sectors to 
reimagine the district as a thriving and vibrant heart of the city.

• We traveled to and studied Copenhagen through the lenses of livability, equity and economic 
innovation for our annual Urban Exploration program. 

• We launched the Urban Forest Initiative to double Downtown Denver’s tree canopy and benefit 
residents, businesses and visitors alike.   

At the Downtown Denver Partnership, we approach each new opportunity and challenge by asking not only 
“who should be at the table?” but also, “how can we make the table bigger?” As citybuilders, we know 
that we can only build an equitable, inclusive city when we build it with intention and vision—together.  

Thank you for your commitment to our work and to a Downtown Denver that works for all. We look forward 
to a more inclusive, equitable and vibrant city—and we look forward to building it together.   

Building Together
2018-2019

Building our center city.
Making our place.

Guided by the 2007 Downtown Area Plan, the 20-year plan for Downtown Denver, 
the Downtown Denver Partnership is leading a place-based economic development 
strategy that positively impacts our center city 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

To achieve a vibrant, economically healthy, growing and vital downtown, Denver 
must be committed to a sustained effort in each of the five elements established 
in the plan: Prosperous, Walkable, Diverse, Distinctive and Green. The strategies 

and projects contained in each category are critical for Downtown Denver to remain 
the region’s economic, cultural and recreational capital.

 

Learn more: downtowndenver.com/DAP
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Downtown
Denver Awards

Launched CityLive, a program with 
900+ members, that ensures 

Denver's residential community is 
engaged, informed and inspired. 

July ’18

Activated Skyline Park with the Downtown 
Denver Business Improvement District (BID) 

and Denver Parks and Recreation for five 
months, serving 82,190 beers and 

welcoming 40,000+ patrons.

July ’18
CityLive Skyline Beer Garden

+

Development Insider
Tour Series Launch

July ’18

+

Engaged the commmunty for a year-long 
co-creation of a plan to revitalize Upper Downtown 

to the benefit of employees, residents and
visitors for generations to come.

Worked with public and private 
sector partners to recruit and 

welcome key relocations, such as 
Quizlet, VF Corp and Facebook.

Upper Downtown:
A Renewed Focus

July ’18

Denver Startup Week

Sept. ’18

+

Company Recruitment
Oct. ’18

+

Denver Moves: Downtown

Sept. ’18
+

+

Initiated a downtown-focused transportation 
and mobility plan with an emphasis on 

safety, comfort, accessibility and economic 
development in partnership with the City 

and County of Denver and RTD.

Welcomed 16,000+ attendees, brought 50 
non-local ambassadors and hosted 400+ 

sessions during the 8th annual event.

Revamped A Taste of 
Colorado in celebration 

of its 35th year, bringing 
hundreds of thousands 

of people to Civic 
Center Park to enjoy live 
music, unique cuisines 
and family-friendly fun. 
The 2018 event was 

voted 4th Best General 
Food Festival by

USA TODAY. 

Sept. ’18

+

A Taste
of Colorado

Hosted 200 CityBuilders for an 
educational night out to learn 
about important issues in the 

2018 November Election.

Oct. ’18
Ballots &

Brews

+

Nov. ’18
+

Engaged 90 emerging 
leaders and inspired them 

to become citybuilders 
through our nine-month 

leadership program. 
Participants also created 

a vision to activate an 
empty lot next to Civic 

Center Station.

Downtown
Denver Leadership

Program

Nov. ’18
+

Partnered with Denver Parks 
and Recreation and the BID 

for the 8th season, welcoming 
38,452 skaters.

Downtown
Denver Rink

Advocated for a Text and Map 
Amendment to the Zoning Code for 

the Central Platte Valley-Auraria 
District to further support the 

Downtown Area Plan's objectives. 
Denver City Council voted in favor of 

this amendment.

Nov. ’18
+

44th Annual
9NEWS Parade

of Lights

Dec. ’18
+

Dec. ’18
+

New Year's
Eve Fireworks

Collaborated with 
the Denver Police 
Department and 

the BID to expand 
the gunfire 

detection system 
into the Ballpark 

District, in addition 
to other security 

initiatives. 

Ballpark District
Security

Jan. ’19

+

Launched a $7.5 
million effort to 

double the 
downtown tree 

canopy, with funding 
support from the 

City and County of 
Denver, the BID, 

property owners and 
private philanthropy.

Urban Forest
Initiative

Feb. ’19

Implemented final 
steps of the Plan 
while continuing 
efforts to ensure 

safety and security 
for all who live, work 
and visit Downtown 

Denver.

Security
Action Plan

Mar. ’19

+

Launched a research 
and educational 

campaign to lead the 
charge in building a city 

where women can 
thrive and further 

contribute to Downtown 
Denver's economic 

prosperity.

Women: An
Economic
Imperative

Mar. ’19

+

Developed Draft Design 
Guidelines for The 5280, a 

5.28-mile urban trail through 
the heart of Downtown 
Denver and center city 

neighborhoods, that create a 
visionary, yet legible and 
cohesive, project design.

The 5280

Apr. ’19

+

Joined Together Denver, a broad, 
diverse coalition, to defeat 
Initiative 300 in an effort to 

ensure Denver’s future, support 
neighborhoodsand businesses, 
and treat those experiencing 
homelessness with dignity.

Defeated Initiative 300

May ’19

Joined with Anschutz Family 
Foundation, The Colorado 

Health Foundation, 
Associated General 

Contractors of Colorado 
and VISIT DENVER to 

commit $3.5 million to add 
400 bridge housing 

vouchers, improve shelter 
conditions and increase 
access to day shelters.

Housing and
Homeless Support

May ’19

+

State of
Downtown Denver

May ’19

+
Continued to build Denver's 

diverse entrepreneurial ecosystem 
by serving 17,000+ community 

members and 200 resource 
partners; supporting 4,050 

entrepreneurs with 10,500+ 
hours of training, counsel and 
inspiration; launching the first 

mobile resource and community 
hub app; and completing the 9th 

cohort of CO.Starters. 

The Commons
on Champa

May ’19

+

Led 125 public and 
private sector leaders 

to Copenhagen, 
Denmark for an 
immersive and 

educational trip focused 
on livability, equity and 
economic innovation.

Urban Exploration:
Copenhagen

June ’19 Competed with top U.S. cities for the 
new location of the National Medal of 
Honor Museum. Denver is one of two 

finalists, a final decision is expected in 
September 2019.

Hosted 850+ people riding 
bikes at our signature 

breakfast station, Pedal for 
Pancakes.

National Medal
of Honor Museum

June ’19

+

Bike to Work Day

June ’19

+

Apr. ’19

+

2018-2019
Key Milestones

River Mile
Development
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