
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

“I fight for access. I started 10 years ago by fighting for access for people with disabilities, but the more I 
went to the City and County building and the Colorado General Assembly, my neighbors asked me to speak 
on their behalf, too, even though they didn’t have disabilities.  We all need access: access to affordable 
housing, access to transportation, access to fresh and healthy food, and access to our representatives. 
Many of my neighbors say they don’t have good access to any of those. I’m running for City Council to 
provide access for the residents of Denver and District 10.” 
 
chrisfordenver.com  |  chrisfordenver@gmail.com  

CHRIS HINDS 
City Council District 10 

Since middle school, Chris Hinds has considered himself an advocate with a desire to leave his place better than he 
found it. In May 2018 he worked to pass the Chris Hinds Act, which passed with unanimous, bipartisan support after 15 
months of work. This experience, says Hinds, is an example of his strong leadership and ability to coalesce groups to 
make things happen. Hines has served on Blueprint Denver, Denver Commission for People with Disabilities, Capitol Hill 
United Neighbors RNO, and Uptown on the Hill RNO. While Hinds’ direct legislative experience has been more at the state 
level, Hinds is running for Denver City Council because he wants to have a more dialed-in focus on impacting policy 
surrounding housing and transportation and hopes that his leadership on Council can be a model for the nation. 

“Decades ago, the idea of a neighborhood was anything reachable within a 20-minute walk. However, in the late 50s and 60s, 
when automobiles became pervasive, cities like Denver forgot about that original idea. Commute times to work increased, 
grocery stores consolidated to a few mega-structures, and it became difficult to impossible to access basic necessities. Denver – 
and in particular District 10 – needs to return the 20-minute neighborhood concept to its residents.  

We should encourage new development to make sure you can get dinner, groceries, entertainment, or even a hammer all within a 
20-minute walk, roll, bus, or train ride. It saves the planet, allows you to know your neighbors, and replaces long car drives with 
time for more important things like spending time with family.  

Finally, I recognize that RTD’s customers are diverse. In RTD District B alone, that district must consider the needs of downtown 
Denver as well as Watkins, Colorado. Watkins has dramatically different mass transit needs than the 16th Street Mall does. I 
would be interested to learn more about what a new Denver Transit District might look like.” 

“I believe the urban core needs even more access to walkable sidewalks, protected bike lanes, and frequent, accessible, and 
inexpensive mass transit. Once we have a truly viable alternative to cars for the inner city, we can repurpose some of the 
downtown parking as additional green space.  

[Our] urban core parks are smaller and get more use. They inherently need additional funding to ensure the parks are properly 
maintained. We can increase access to our current parks by ensuring they have proper funding and aren’t closed as often as they 
might otherwise be (ex: Skyline park).” 

“My vision for Denver’s District 10 is closely aligned with the downtown core: fix our busted and broken sidewalks, install 
protected bike lanes, and ensure frequent and reliable mass transit. This vision is more readily achievable because of our 
proximity to the urban core. I see that increased investment in transportation will benefit the urban core because it will increase 
access to it. We have a more compelling case if we coordinate that increased access because of economies of scale. Besides, in 
your vision, you even specifically mention Civic Center Park, an area within Denver’s District 10.” 
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“A growing city is a healthy city, and we are fortunate to live in a city that is healthy, growing, and vibrant. We have moved from a 
lazy cowtown in a flyover state and have moved into a destination that people are clamoring to move to. Denver is expecting an 
additional 200,000 people to move to Denver by 2040, and we have a responsibility to plan and anticipate that growth.  

I sat on Blueprint Denver, the official City of Denver committee responsible for defining Denver’s land use and transit priorities until 
2040. In the process, we studied several other approaches various municipalities have taken with growth. It’s important that our 
city understand growth strategies and the benefits and tradeoffs associated with each strategy.  

It doesn’t take an MBA in Finance – which I happen to have – to know that corporations are expressly designed to maximize 
shareholder value. Who provides cohesion between all the corporations and others in Denver? That’s government’s responsibility. A 
municipal elected official’s primary role is to reach out to and understand the disparate stakeholders. Next, create stakeholder 
coalitions that compromise when possible so that Denver’s vision is realized.  

The Chris Hinds Act is an example of how I can create stakeholder coalitions. Yes, I have a law named after me: the Chris Hinds 
Act. It was signed by Governor Hickenlooper in May 2018. The reason it was named after me was because I, as a citizen advocate, 
created a large stakeholder coalition with no opposition. At the end, we had a total of 16 different lobbying groups all on board 
with the language, and we achieved that consensus because we kept working again and again to make sure we had language that 
works for everyone. This means stakeholder groups with representation from diverse populations, and that’s how I would involve 
and work with downtown stakeholder. Furthermore, the Chris Hinds Act process taught me the viewpoint of – and value of – a 
lobbyist. The purpose is to educate our legislators on a diverse set of topics that are so complicated that no one person can know 
them all. I intend to leverage the expertise of various stakeholders to ensure I have the broadest, most diverse set of ideas on 
each bill possible. I also recognize that I may disagree with someone on one issue and be partners with them on the next.” 

“After extended discussion with Homeless Out Loud, Raffi Mercury (Right to Survive’s campaign manager), Colorado Coalition for 
the Homeless, Centro Humanitario, and several other stakeholders, I have determined that while I am very sympathetic to Right 
to Survive, I am opposed to the ballot initiative because I am troubled by the definition of “public space.”  A legislator is 
responsible for creating laws that work for the city, and laws are no better than the words used to create them. Even a word as 
seemingly innocuous as “or” can create huge differences in the effect of a sentence, and the “public space” definition 
encompasses two geographic categories. The second category, “any city property upon which there is an easement for public 
use,” is too permissive and has significant environmental, economic, and human impact in ways I believe were beyond the intent 
of the creators of the initiative.  

                     
                     

         

 


