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Downtown Denver Partnership 
2019 Denver Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire 

 
 
Distributed: Wednesday, February 13, 2019  
Due Date: Friday, February 22, 2019 at 5 pm – please return to Kate Barton 
(kbarton@downtowndenver.com) 
 
 
Candidate/Campaign Name: Chris Hinds/Chris for Denver   
     
Candidate Address: 1950 Logan St. #902 Denver CO 80203   
      
Candidate Email: Chris@chrisfordenver.com 
 
Candidate Phone Number: 303.717.9174 
 
Campaign Manager Name, Phone Number and Email: Brian Courtney, 
303.704.7764, brian@chrisfordenver.com 
      
District #: 10           
      
 
Instructions:  Please type your answers in the form below and limit each response to 
300 words or less.  Adjust the size of the answer space to fit your response if 
necessary. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to participate in this process. We look forward to hearing 
back from you! 
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1. The 2007 Downtown Area Plan aims to achieve a vibrant, economically healthy, 
growing, and vital downtown, positioning Denver as the economic hub of the Rocky 
Mountain Region. How do you view growth in the City of Denver? What is the role of 
City Council and the Mayor in addressing, supporting and managing growth? 

 
A growing city is a healthy city, and we are fortunate to live in a city that is healthy, 
growing, and vibrant.  We have moved from a lazy cowtown in a flyover state and 
have moved into a destination that people are clamoring to move to.  Denver is 
expecting an additional 200,000 people to move to Denver by 2040, and we have 
a responsibility to plan and anticipate that growth. 
 
I sat on Blueprint Denver, the official City of Denver committee responsible for 
defining Denver’s land use and transit priorities until 2040.  In the process, we 
studied several other approaches various municipalities have taken with growth.  
It’s important that our city understand growth strategies and the benefits and 
tradeoffs associated with each strategy. 
 
It doesn’t take an MBA in Finance – which I happen to have – to know that 
corporations are expressly designed to maximize shareholder value.  Who provides 
cohesion between all the corporations and others in Denver?  That’s government’s 
responsibility.  A municipal elected official’s primary role is to reach out to and 
understand the disparate stakeholders.  Next, create stakeholder coalitions that 
compromise when possible so that Denver’s vision is realized. 
 
The Chris Hinds Act is an example of how I can create stakeholder coalitions.   Yes, 
I have a law named after me: the Chris Hinds Act. It was signed by Governor 
Hickenlooper in May 2018. The reason it was named after me was because I, as a 
citizen advocate, created a large stakeholder coalition with no opposition. At the 
end, we had a total of 16 different lobbying groups all on board with the language, 
and we achieved that consensus because we kept working again and again to 
make sure we had language that works for everyone. This means stakeholder 
groups with representation from diverse populations, and that’s how I would involve 
and work with downtown stakeholder. Furthermore, the Chris Hinds Act process 
taught me the viewpoint of – and value of – a lobbyist. The purpose is to educate 
our legislators on a diverse set of topics that are so complicated that no one 
person 
can know them all. I intend to leverage the expertise of various stakeholders to 
ensure I have the broadest, most diverse set of ideas on each bill possible. I also 
recognize that I may disagree with someone on one issue and be partners with 
them on the next. 

 
 
 
2. Initiative 300 – “The Right to Survive” is an issue on May’s ballot that aims to 

repeal the unauthorized camping ban and other essential laws that protect the 

https://www.downtowndenver.com/initiatives-and-planning/2007-downtown-area-plan/
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public health and safety of those experiencing homelessness and the broader 
community. Do plan to support Initiative 300? 
 
YES or NO: no 

 
Please explain your answer.  

 
After extended discussion with Homeless Out Loud, Raffi Mercury (Right to Survive’s 
campaign manager), Colorado Coalition for the Homeless, Centro Humanitario, and 
several other stakeholders, I have determined that while I am very sympathetic to Right 
to Survive, I am opposed to the ballot initiative because I am troubled by the definition 
of 
“public space.” 
 
A legislator is responsible for creating laws that work for the city, and laws are no 
better 
than the words used to create them. Even a word as seemingly innocuous as “or” can 
create huge differences in the effect of a sentence, and the “public space” definition 
encompasses two geographic categories. The second category, “any city property upon 
which there is an easement for public use,” is too permissive and has significant 
environmental, economic, and human impact in ways I believe were beyond the intent 
of 
the creators of the initiative. 
 
I’m also concerned that the civil rights language in the ballot initiative will force 
homeless advocates to weigh caring for a community in need against potential legal 
issues and/or jail time for their staff and volunteers.  If I were those advocates, I 
wouldn’t risk a criminal record or expensive legal fees. 
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3. The Downtown Denver Partnership and the Downtown Denver Business 
Improvement District (BID) are committed to fostering a safe, welcoming and 
inclusive city, and place a focused approach on working with the homeless 
population in Downtown Denver. This includes: 

 
• Over 15 years of directly funding the St. Francis Center outreach workers to 

connect homeless individuals in Downtown Denver with housing options and 
supportive services; 

• Helping to create Denver’s Road Home and fundraising over $1 million to 
support its programs and initiatives; 

• Supporting the building of facilities such as the Lawrence Street Community 
Center and Urban Peak’s Drop-In Center;  

• Advocating for additional affordable housing through the City’s Affordable 
Housing Fund that support housing for 0 – 30% AMI; and 

• Working with the Mayor and Denver City Council to support several 
ordinances that better connect the homeless population with housing and 
services. 

 
What do you believe is the City’s role in addressing homelessness? What tools 
do you believe will be effective to address homelessness in Denver? 
 
 

Two causes of homelessness are substance abuse and mental health, and I’m happy to 
say I was a strong supporter for Caring4Denver from finalizing ballot language through to 
the election.  We must ensure this money is used wisely and that we engage existing 
experts such as Denver Health and MHCD.   
 
Regarding homeless, we need more affordable housing.  Denver is not doing enough to 
address the issue of affordable housing, and the city must expand existing programs or 
consider new ones to address the issue. 
 
Some existing affordable housing ordinances don’t have the resources they need to 
succeed.  As one example, Kyle Clark and others reported that hundreds of affordable 
homes had been sold at market rate, and as of December 20th, 201 homes are still out of 
compliance.  Denver reports it’s because of a staffing shortage.  [ 
https://www.9news.com/video/entertainment/television/programs/next-with-kyle-
clark/denvers-auditor-finds-deeper-issues-with-citys-affordable-housing-program/73-
bfe4657f-ff9d-4f48-bd02-c5a8196ec87d ] 
 
A tactical solution for affordable housing is to ensure enough resources – including staff – 
to properly manage existing ordinances. 
 
Another consideration high on the priority list is to create a task force that looks at 
Minneapolis’s recent sweeping change to land use to see how much of it can be used in 
Denver.  I like their approach of tying increased density to transportation – both the 
distance to a transit stop and the frequency of transit at that stop are both considerations, 
and that’s another way to encourage non-car transit, align priorities across multiple 

https://www.downtowndenver.com/home/about-us/special-districts/downtown-denver-business-improvement-district/about-the-bid/bid-board-directors/
https://www.downtowndenver.com/home/about-us/special-districts/downtown-denver-business-improvement-district/about-the-bid/bid-board-directors/
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stakeholder groups, and increase land value by increasing flexibility of use of that 
land.  That flexibility could include auxiliary dwelling units, which might further address 
affordable housing needs. 
 
Another consideration is how to keep Denver taxpayer dollars inside the city.  As 
mentioned elsewhere, many of Denver’s residents do not have a livable wage, and some 
people who are building Denver’s future cannot afford Denver today.  In publicly funded 
development contracts, community workforce or other agreements can be used to ensure 
the construction can continue while also maximize locally-sourced labor (skilled and 
unskilled).  By employing locally, we provide additional funds to working families so they 
can better afford housing today and can buy a home, build equity, and develop wealth for 
themselves and their future generations.  Those families will also have the disposable 
income necessary to patronize businesses, and if they’re going to patronize businesses, 
why not go to the vibrant core of Denver? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Parks and open spaces in downtown are some of the City’s most unique places. In 

2017, the Partnership and Denver Parks & Recreation co-funded and launched 
Denver’s Outdoor Downtown Plan - a 20-year master plan that provides visionary 
and actionable policies, programs and projects to enrich downtown parks and 
public spaces. Denver’s Outdoor Downtown Plan addresses the unique 
opportunities and challenges related to managing and activating public spaces in 
the urban core and supports our parks and public spaces serving as positive social 
gathering places that are managed in a sustainable manner. 

 
(a) Do you believe downtown parks and public spaces should be maintained, 

programmed and managed differently than other city parks?   
 

YES or NO: Yes 
 
Please explain your answer: 
 
Urban core parks are different than the rest of the city in many ways: the 
parks are generally smaller, and the number of visitors generally higher.  
Also, since real estate is more valuable in the urban core, it’s important to 
minimize the impact Parks department equipment makes on the 
surrounding area.  This presents distinct challenges, and I can see cases 
where urban core planning for parks warrants the purchase of special 
equipment.  I’ll admit that I’m frustrated when I see Parks vehicles parked in 
bike lanes or on sidewalks downtown – after all, those vehicles are 

https://www.downtowndenver.com/initiative/the-outdoor-downtown-plan/
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discouraging pedestrians and cyclists from accessing the urban core and 
patronizing businesses downtown. 
 

 
 
 
 
(b) What are your ideas to increase green space in the center city? 

 
I believe the urban core needs even more access to walkable sidewalks, 
protected bike lanes, and frequent, accessible, and inexpensive mass transit.  
Once we have a truly viable alternative to cars for the inner city, we can 
repurpose some of the downtown parking as additional green space.   
 
Also, as mentioned above, our urban core parks are smaller and get more use.  
They inherently need additional funding to ensure the parks are properly 
maintained.  We can increase access to our current parks by ensuring they have 
proper funding and aren’t closed as often as they might otherwise be (ex: 
Skyline park). 

 
 

(c) How do you intend to help implement Denver’s Outdoor Downtown plan that 
was adopted in 2017? 
 
Denver’s District 10 is connected to the downtown core.  I live just a few blocks 
from the Downtown BID even though I live in District 10.  I’m a strong proponent 
of the 5280 bike loop, and I see it as an opportunity to connect the 
neighborhoods surrounding the 16th Street Mall to the mall itself.  I also see it 
as an opportunity to increase access to businesses for residents and tourists.  I 
would love to champion the 5280 bike loop as it is planned to go through 
Golden Triangle, Capitol Hill, and Uptown, three neighborhoods in District 10.  
District 10 is a densely populated area of the city, and I want to create a strong 
pedestrian and bike network in these densely populated neighborhoods.  It only 
makes sense to connect those networks in 10 to the urban core.  We need 
more fully multi-modal avenues in the city.  It’s good for the planet, it’s good for 
physical health, and it’s good for business because it’s so easy to walk into a 
store if you’re already on foot or on a bike. 
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5. Recent studies have shown that Denver’s housing supply is nearly 40,000 housing 
units short of demand, which is a leading cause of the housing affordability 
challenge. Attainable housing is a key priority for the Downtown Denver Partnership. 
What do you propose to create housing supply and address the growing affordability 
challenges in Downtown Denver and surrounding center city neighborhoods? 

 
Economists say the only way to ease a housing shortage is to build more housing.  
It’s really as simple as that.  Fortunately, there are lots of residents in District 10 
who are already accustomed to housing density, and they’re interested in the 
amenities that come with increased housing density.  Some of those Denver 
neighborhoods have voters willing to create even more density as long as it comes 
with additional selection and improved access. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. Using the 2007 Downtown Area Plan as our guide, the Downtown Denver 

Partnership is committed to building out a visionary mobility network for all users, 
connecting center city neighborhoods, and ensuring seamless regional connections. 
The Partnership’s 2017 Mobility Report showed that 61% of people commuted to 
work in Downtown Denver using a mode of transportation other than a single 
occupancy vehicle.  
 
The Downtown Denver Partnership aims to reduce the share of commuters driving 
alone to work to under 35% by 2021, adding to the efficiency of our mobility 
network and delivering the quality of life that our downtown employees, residents, 
and visitors desire. 

 
 
What are your ideas to address mobility challenges in the city and encourage increased 
use of alternative mobility options in the center city? 
 

https://www.downtowndenver.com/wp-content/uploads/Downtown-Denver-Mobility-Report.pdf


Downtown Denver Partnership Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire                           Page 8 of 
12 

 
Decades ago, the idea of a neighborhood was anything reachable within a 20-minute 
walk. However, in the late 50s and 60s, when automobiles became pervasive, cities like 
Denver forgot about that original idea. Commute times to work increased, grocery stores 
consolidated to a few mega-structures, and it became difficult to impossible to access 
basic necessities. Denver – and in particular District 10 – needs to return the 20-minute 
neighborhood concept to its residents. 
 
We should encourage new development to make sure you can get dinner, groceries, 
entertainment, or even a hammer all within a 20-minute walk, roll, bus, or train ride. It 
saves the planet, allows you to know your neighbors, and replaces long car drives with 
time for more important things like spending time with family. 
 
Finally, I recognize that RTD’s customers are diverse.  In RTD District B alone, that district 
must consider the needs of downtown Denver as well as Watkins, Colorado.  Watkins has 
dramatically different mass transit needs than the 16th Street Mall does.  I would be 
interested to learn more about what a new Denver Transit District might look like. 
 

 
 

7. The Downtown Denver Partnership manages the Downtown Denver Business 
Improvement District (BID) and several other special districts that contribute to the 
vitality of Downtown Denver and create a vibrant, inviting and thriving commercial 
core. Through maintenance and operations, safety initiatives, economic 
development, pedestrian environment enhancements, targeted visitor marketing 
and communications, as well as holiday events, lighting and decor that attract 
thousands of visitors each year, the BID continues to ensure that Downtown Denver 
is a world-class city, to the benefit of residents, employees, and visitors. 

 
Do you support the continued formation of these types of special districts utilizing 
special funding streams to manage public space? 
 
YES or NO: yes 
 
Please explain your answer: 

 
I believe many areas in the city could benefit from increased visitor marketing and 
communications, and I like the idea of encouraging neighborhoods to highlight what 
makes that particular neighborhood distinct from others in Denver.  I think that 
would ultimately demonstrate the vitality of the city and maintain neighborhood 
charm at the same time. 
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8. Development related costs and related requirements, including impact fees, 
development fees, property taxes and other requirements imposed on development 
are a significant factor in the rising costs of housing and rents in Downtown Denver. 
Some cite these factors as the leading cause of affordability issues. Do you support 
imposing additional requirements, such as increased impact fees and permit fees, 
on development?   
 
YES or NO:  
 
Please explain your answer: 
 

I’d be interested to see the citations which indicate development fees and property taxes are 
the leading causes behind housing affordability.  As for fees and permitting/development 
inefficiencies, it doesn’t take an MBA in Finance (which I happen to have) to realize that 
both fees and inefficiencies impact the development process.  I believe it’s time for the city 
to hire a nationally-recognized process improvement consultant to review Denver’s 
permitting process to identify inefficiencies and recommend improvements.  An inefficient 
process benefits no one.  I’ve spoken with developers and attorneys who represent 
developers, and a common theme I hear is that they want a level playing field for all 
stakeholders.  I believe this process improvement consultant could help us get there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. The Central Business District (CBD) is a core economic driver not only for the city, 

but also for the region. The CBD contributes by far the highest amount of property 
taxes per/sf of land at $18.67 paid/sf of land vs. a city-wide average of $0.62/sf 
of land. From 2011 to 2018, property tax collection in downtown has more than 
doubled, and property taxes levied on downtown properties have increased 
dramatically. 
 
A) Do you believe that we should consider finding ways for residential properties to 

bear a greater property tax responsibility as the city continues to grow?  
 

YES or NO: yes 
 
Please explain your answer:  I believe our state legislation has hamstrung some 
of our tax systems.  TABOR, Gallagher, etc, have made it difficult for elected 
officials to enact the will of the voters because the Colorado Constitution 
mandates certain actions when property values fall, limits certain actions when 
our economy booms, and arbitrarily meddles with the rates between residential 
and commercial taxes.   
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B) What do you see as solutions and tools for addressing this issue? 

 
Fortunately, I have several allies at the state legislature, and virtually all of them 
abhor TABOR and related legislation.  I commit to partnering with my allies at 
the state legislature to do what we can to minimize and/or eliminate these 
draconian restrictions.  If you haven’t seen my endorsements list, please visit 
ChrisForDenver.com/endorsements.  They include Lt. Governor Primavera, State 
Treasurer Dave Young, Speaker Crisanta Duran, Majority Leader Alec Garnett, 
JBC member Chris Hansen, and many others. 
 
 
 

 
 

10. Studies of American cities have shown that a city’s urban core is a bellwether, and 
the status and condition of the downtown reflects the health and vitality of the city.  
Given the limited resources available, how do you plan to balance investment 
between Downtown Denver and other areas of the city? 

 
My vision for Denver’s District 10 is closely aligned with the downtown core: fix our 
busted and broken sidewalks, install protected bike lanes, and ensure frequent and 
reliable mass transit.  This vision is more readily achievable because of our 
proximity to the urban core.  I see that increased investment in transportation will 
benefit the urban core because it will increase access to it.  We have a more 
compelling case if we coordinate that increased access because of economies of 
scale.  Besides, in your vision, you even specifically mention Civic Center Park, an 
area within Denver’s District 10. 

 
 
 
 
 
11. What is your vision for the future of Denver?  
 

 
We all need access to housing and transportation. 

 
Housing and Transportation are constantly and consistently mentioned in Denver’s District 10, 

and they’re related.  If you build housing where people want to live, work, and play, they 
spend less time using our roads and more time using our bike lanes and 
sidewalks.  We’re expecting an additional 200,000 people will move to Denver by 2040 
(state demographer’s office), so we need new housing development and increased 
attention to our transit network.  Love developers or hate them (and we all recognize that 
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some neighbors want to indiscriminately blame developers for what is a far more 
complicated situation), we need development to create more affordable housing. 
 

Also, fixing our transportation system – including our busted and broken sidewalks and 
installing protected bike lanes – is also critical.  We all need the freedom to get from A to 
B and feel safe while doing it.  It is the right thing for everyone from parents with kids in 
strollers to people walking their dogs to seniors with walkers to veterans with 
wheelchairs.  What is a city but the people who live in it?  If people can’t get out to meet 
their neighbors because they don’t feel safe using the sidewalk, we lose the 
neighborhood’s sense of community.  A strong neighborhood with a strong sense of 
community helps people create and strengthen relationships, and a strong neighborhood 
means higher home values. 
 

Denver’s District 10 is already a dense, urban area of Denver, and I envision it as a place that 
can support additional development and urban density.  Denver is landlocked, so the only 
way we can support the 200,000 people moving here is to grow up. 
 

While we’re developing and growing up, we need to consider this as a guiding principle: let’s 
build increased density in a way that enriches the neighborhood around it.  As an 
example, consider building retail space on the ground floor so we can add grocery stores 
or other neighborly/locally owned stores.  Let’s end our food deserts.  Let’s develop in 
conjunction with other master plans such as the 5280 bike loop so more people can get 
out of cars and connect with neighbors and spend money in those local shops.  Projects 
like the 5280 loop are also better for the planet, encourage sustainability, and raise 
property value immediately around it. 
 

Decades ago, the idea of a neighborhood was anything reachable within a 20-minute walk. 
However, in the late 50s and 60s, when automobiles became pervasive, cities like Denver 
forgot about that original idea. Commute times to work increased, grocery stores 
consolidated to a few mega-structures, and it became difficult to impossible to access 
basic necessities. Denver – and in particular District 10 – needs to return the 20-minute 
neighborhood concept to its residents. 
 

We should encourage new development to make sure you can get dinner, groceries, 
entertainment, or even a hammer all within a 20-minute walk, roll, bus, or train ride. It 
saves the planet, allows you to know your neighbors, and replaces long car drives with 
time for more important things like spending time with family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Is there anything else you want us to know about you or your candidacy? 
 
I grew up in rural Texas as the only child of a single mom. Dad didn’t graduate high 
school, mom cleaned houses growing up. I was the first to get a scholarship to go to 
college, and I went to Southern Methodist University in Dallas. I graduated with a 
computer science degree and went back to get an MBA in Finance and Strategy from the 
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Cox School of Business at SMU. My mom was a hippie, and just like most children rebel 
against their parents, I rebelled by going into business. 
 
I came to Colorado in January 2007 for a short project at a Colorado tech startup. I went 
snowboarding several times, and since I had always been active with sports, I decided to 
move to Colorado because it’s so much easier to exercise here than in hot Texas. I got a 
job working in finance at Quark, a software company based in Denver. 
 
On August 26, 2008, I was in a motor vehicle crash. I was rushed to Denver Health, and 
because of this crash, I was paralyzed from the chest down. Sometimes we can point to 
important moments where our life changed. I can point to that day – I asked myself: am I 
really doing the best I can do leave this a better planet than I found it? (Hippie mom 
strikes again!) 
 
Today I fight for access. I started 10 years ago by fighting for access for people with 
disabilities, but the more I went to the City and County building and the Colorado General 
Assembly, my neighbors asked me to speak on their behalf, too, even though they didn’t 
have disabilities. 
 
We all need access: access to affordable housing, access to transportation, access to 
fresh and healthy food, and access to our representatives. Many of my neighbors say they 
don’t have good access to any of those. I’m running for City Council to provide access for 
the residents of Denver and District 10. 

 
 
 

 
 
 


