
 

 

 

 

 

“My vision for Denver that we are truly a city for everyone with a diversity of 
backgrounds and income levels. We must be ever vigilant in protecting the safety of 
our citizens and visitors against the threat of terrorism, which is why I spent six 
months working on efforts to address railroad safety for neighborhoods that are 
adjacent to railroad tracks as well as how we handle new developments being build 
next to rail road tracks that carry cargo, especially flammable liquids and other 
hazardous materials. The socio-economic diversity of our people and our great 
neighborhoods are what has made us a great city!” 
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DEBORAH “DEBBIE” ORTEGA 
City Council At-Large 

As an incumbent City Council candidate, Debbie Ortega hopes to build on momentum that has been built during her time 
in office. Ortega is one of 3 Denver co-chairs (appointed by Mayor Hancock) for Denver’s Complete Count Committee who 
will be reaching out to hard-to-count communities for the 2020 Census; traffic and congestion issues; and affordability for 
Denver's working families. As it relates to funding, Ortega wants to encourage the Mayor's office to take a step back to 
look at the big picture related to infrastructure and gentrification impact of 500 acres of new development and closely 
examine budget priorities. 

“I think we need to improve our first and last mile connections, improve our sidewalk systems for safe passage for pedestrians, 
continue the build out of a bike system and brining bus rapid transit to our city and keep the cost affordable for low wage 
workers. 

 
“The revenues collected on room and car rental taxes that goes to Visit Denver should be considered to help offset some of the 
costs of our downtown issues – especially related to safety of conventioneers who stay downtown. I know these resources are for 
marketing our Convention Center and hotel rooms to accompany these events; however, since we have seen more hotels built in 
Denver we have not revisited that budget. Denver General Fund dollars are provided to cover the cost of the Mall security, bond 
funds were earmarked to help offset costs for the redo of the mall pavers. So when we talk about a balance of investment, I want 
to make sure that at a minimum, we get every neighborhood across the city that is still fighting for curbs, gutters and sidewalks 
to be brought up to the same basic standard of infrastructure. 
 
We must all do our part to work with everyone who lives and works in Denver to insure we achieve a complete count in the 2020 
Census so Denver receives the $1,481 per capita allocation. This results in federal dollars that come to our city for 
transportation, SNAP, Housing, Education, among many others. If we achieve a complete count, we will also see another 
congressional seat added to Colorado. Investing in Downtown Denver is a priority for our city because not only does it reflect the 
health and vitality of the city as you mentioned, it is also a large driver of tourism in the city. Given that the bulk of my 
professional career has been spent in a Downtown office environment, I understand the importance of safety, cleanliness, green 
space, and a vibrant city center with different mobility options. The Downtown [Denver] BID is a source of funding for projects and 
maintenance that allows Denver to also focus resources in other parts of the city. As Mayor, I will convene a working group of 
neighborhoods across the city to create a plan that will serve as many needs across the city as resources will allow. Through this, 
Downtown and other nearby neighborhoods can work together to use their resources in a way that achieves shared goals and 
helps the city use their resources wisely.” 

“Increase green space requirements on new developments that utilizes the 10 of entire development area that was utilized 
historically. I believe public and privately created (via metro districts) should be maintained. Currently Skyline Park is programed 
by the [Downtown] Denver Partnership. Civic Center Park downtown is managed and programed by Parks & Recreation and some 
events like Taste of Colorado is done by the Denver Partnership. Other events such as the recent climbing ice wall or the 
televised obstacle strength challenge program (don’t remember the name) are also coordinated between Denver’s Special 
Event’s Office and Parks & Recreation. Denver’s new $43M fund that was approved by the voters will allow Denver to incorporate 
parts of Denver’s Outdoor Downtown Plan into a Parks Plan that will guide the spending of this new resource for new park land 
needed in Denver.” 
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“I do not support it because it is written so broadly and the implications for the city as well as private property owners could be very costly. I 
am sensitive to the needs of our homeless populations and worked with this community for eight years administering Denver’s Road Home 
– 10 Year Plan to end homelessness. I am not taking an active role on this initiative because I am focusing my efforts to get re-elected and 
also because the [Downtown] Denver Partnership is taking the lead in raising funds to educate voters on this topic.” 

 

“More affordable housing stock is needed. I also think we need developers to participate in identifying creative housing types 
that offer varying price points that are not available in the market today. I would like to see more partnerships with non-profit 
developers, similar to what was done when the Tattered Cover was located in LoDo. A non-profit secured the housing tax credits 
for the units on the floors above and held the note on the property for those units. There is more negotiation when a rezoning 
application is proposed – because of community input. As an example, the overlay zonings at the 38th & Blake and River 
Mile/Elitch sites, we can incentivize developers to allow them to build more to secure affordable housing units that actually 
benefits the city.” 


