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Downtown Denver Partnership 
2019 Denver Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire 

 
 
Distributed: Wednesday, February 13, 2019  
Due Date: Friday, February 22, 2019 at 5 pm – please return to Kate Barton 
(kbarton@downtowndenver.com) 
 
Candidate/Campaign Name:  Kendra Black for Denver City Council, District 4 
      
Candidate Address: 3500 E. Floyd Dr., Denver 80210     
   
Candidate Email:  Kendrablackdenver@gmail.com 
 
Candidate Phone Number:  303-877-7912 
 
Campaign Manager Name, Phone Number and Email:  Stacie Kemp, 303-919-
7178, kemp.stacie@gmail.com 
  
District #:  4           
   
 
Instructions:  Please type your answers in the form below and limit each response to 
300 words or less.  Adjust the size of the answer space to fit your response if 
necessary. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to participate in this process. We look forward to hearing 
back from you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. The 2007 Downtown Area Plan aims to achieve a vibrant, economically healthy, 

growing, and vital downtown, positioning Denver as the economic hub of the Rocky 

mailto:kbarton@downtowndenver.com
mailto:Kendrablackdenver@gmail.com
mailto:kemp.stacie@gmail.com
https://www.downtowndenver.com/initiatives-and-planning/2007-downtown-area-plan/
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Mountain Region. How do you view growth in the City of Denver? What is the role of 
City Council and the Mayor in addressing, supporting and managing growth? 

 
It is essential that city leaders foster economic growth and a diverse economy 
to ensure that Denver continues to thrive.  Our businesses are our employers, 
pay taxes and help to fund many amenities and programs that keep Denver 
healthy, prosperous and beautiful. We also need to address the many issues 
caused by our exploding population and growth including increasing housing, 
improving transportation/mobility, and increasing our green spaces.  I’d also like 
to see the city doing more to ensure a higher architectural standards for new 
construction. 

 
2. Initiative 300 – “The Right to Survive” is an issue on May’s ballot that aims to 

repeal the unauthorized camping ban and other essential laws that protect the 
public health and safety of those experiencing homelessness and the broader 
community. Do plan to support Initiative 300? 
 
YES or NO:  NO 

 
Please explain your answer.   Camping is not a humane solution to homelessness.  
Housing is the solution.  It would be very detrimental—unsafe and unsanitary--to our 
neighborhoods if people were camping in parks, in the ROW and in their cars.   

 
3. The Downtown Denver Partnership and the Downtown Denver Business 

Improvement District (BID) are committed to fostering a safe, welcoming and 
inclusive city, and place a focused approach on working with the homeless 
population in Downtown Denver. This includes: 

 
• Over 15 years of directly funding the St. Francis Center outreach workers to 

connect homeless individuals in Downtown Denver with housing options and 
supportive services; 

• Helping to create Denver’s Road Home and fundraising over $1 million to 
support its programs and initiatives; 

• Supporting the building of facilities such as the Lawrence Street Community 
Center and Urban Peak’s Drop-In Center;  

• Advocating for additional affordable housing through the City’s Affordable 
Housing Fund that support housing for 0 – 30% AMI; and 

• Working with the Mayor and Denver City Council to support several 
ordinances that better connect the homeless population with housing and 
services. 

 
What do you believe is the City’s role in addressing homelessness? What tools 
do you believe will be effective to address homelessness in Denver? 

 

https://www.downtowndenver.com/home/about-us/special-districts/downtown-denver-business-improvement-district/about-the-bid/bid-board-directors/
https://www.downtowndenver.com/home/about-us/special-districts/downtown-denver-business-improvement-district/about-the-bid/bid-board-directors/
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Denver spends many millions on housing and services for people experiencing 
homelessness. I’d like to see us invest more in transitional housing.  I like the idea of 
dormitory-like housing that would provide a safe, private space for people to live while 
they stabilize.  They could store their belongings and bring their dog and/or partner 
while working or doing what they need to stabilize before moving on to a more 
permanent situation. This dormitory-like housing would have shared 
bathrooms/showers and a communal kitchen that all would help to clean.  Many of our 
homeless population works.  This proposal would help them get their feet firmly on the 
ground. 
 
4. Parks and open spaces in downtown are some of the City’s most unique places. In 

2017, the Partnership and Denver Parks & Recreation co-funded and launched 
Denver’s Outdoor Downtown Plan - a 20-year master plan that provides visionary 
and actionable policies, programs and projects to enrich downtown parks and 
public spaces. Denver’s Outdoor Downtown Plan addresses the unique 
opportunities and challenges related to managing and activating public spaces in 
the urban core and supports our parks and public spaces serving as positive social 
gathering places that are managed in a sustainable manner. 

 
(a) Do you believe downtown parks and public spaces should be maintained, 

programmed and managed differently than other city parks?   
 

YES or NO:  YES 
Please explain your answer:  Downtown parks are used by many more 
people than our other parks, there are more illegal activities in our 
downtown parks, and there are more tourists nearby.  Downtown parks need 
more attention, security and maintenance. 

 
(b) What are your ideas to increase green space in the center city? 

First, we need to improve the green spaces we already have. Secondly, we need to buy 
and/or partner to acquire land for pocket parks.  I chaired the 2A campaign with 
Councilman Clark and have started a foundation to support land acquisition for new 
green spaces.  Most of the top parks cities in the US have both a dedicated source of 
revenue and a foundation.  I’m also working with our city forester on a possible 
ordinance or rule changes that would help us to preserve and enhance our tree canopy. 
 

(c) How do you intend to help implement Denver’s Outdoor Downtown plan that 
was adopted in 2017? 

I’m happy to help in any ways that downtown leaders see fit. 
 
 
 
 
5. Recent studies have shown that Denver’s housing supply is nearly 40,000 housing 

units short of demand, which is a leading cause of the housing affordability 
challenge. Attainable housing is a key priority for the Downtown Denver Partnership. 

https://www.downtowndenver.com/initiative/the-outdoor-downtown-plan/
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What do you propose to create housing supply and address the growing affordability 
challenges in Downtown Denver and surrounding center city neighborhoods? 
 

I support the city’s housing fund.  I successfully advocated for marijuana tax revenue to 
be used for housing. I support the LIVE program which helps people get into 
apartments today.  My district has lots of market-rate “affordable” housing.  I’d like us 
to think more creatively about getting people into existing “affordable” units that are 
located outside of the urban core and about incentives for developers (like height 
incentives.) 

 
6. Using the 2007 Downtown Area Plan as our guide, the Downtown Denver 

Partnership is committed to building out a visionary mobility network for all users, 
connecting center city neighborhoods, and ensuring seamless regional connections. 
The Partnership’s 2017 Mobility Report showed that 61% of people commuted to 
work in Downtown Denver using a mode of transportation other than a single 
occupancy vehicle.  
 
The Downtown Denver Partnership aims to reduce the share of commuters driving 
alone to work to under 35% by 2021, adding to the efficiency of our mobility 
network and delivering the quality of life that our downtown employees, residents, 
and visitors desire. 

 
 
What are your ideas to address mobility challenges in the city and encourage increased 
use of alternative mobility options in the center city? 
 
I’m supportive of reconfiguring the 16th St. Mall.  I’m supportive of transit, scooters 
(and shared bikes) but want to ensure that they are off of the mall and sidewalks.  I’d 
like to see more people biking and walking. Traffic is just not bad enough—and parking 
not scarce enough—to get more people to opt out of driving alone.  I ride my bike once 
a week.  I’ve started a campaign called #nodrivefridays to get people to leave their 
cars at home on Fridays. 

 
 

https://www.downtowndenver.com/wp-content/uploads/Downtown-Denver-Mobility-Report.pdf
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7. The Downtown Denver Partnership manages the Downtown Denver Business 
Improvement District (BID) and several other special districts that contribute to the 
vitality of Downtown Denver and create a vibrant, inviting and thriving commercial 
core. Through maintenance and operations, safety initiatives, economic 
development, pedestrian environment enhancements, targeted visitor marketing 
and communications, as well as holiday events, lighting and decor that attract 
thousands of visitors each year, the BID continues to ensure that Downtown Denver 
is a world-class city, to the benefit of residents, employees, and visitors. 

 
Do you support the continued formation of these types of special districts utilizing 
special funding streams to manage public space? 
 
YES or NO:  Yes 
 
Please explain your answer:  BIDs are uniquely able to fund specific projects that 
benefit an entire geographic area. They can provide funding that may not be 
available through other sources. 

 
 

8. Development related costs and related requirements, including impact fees, 
development fees, property taxes and other requirements imposed on development 
are a significant factor in the rising costs of housing and rents in Downtown Denver. 
Some cite these factors as the leading cause of affordability issues. Do you support 
imposing additional requirements, such as increased impact fees and permit fees, 
on development?   
 
YES or NO:  No 
 
Please explain your answer:  Every fee and tax we impose makes our city more 
expensive.  However, I believe that most councilmembers do support more fees. 

 
9. The Central Business District (CBD) is a core economic driver not only for the city, 

but also for the region. The CBD contributes by far the highest amount of property 
taxes per/sf of land at $18.67 paid/sf of land vs. a city-wide average of $0.62/sf 
of land. From 2011 to 2018, property tax collection in downtown has more than 
doubled, and property taxes levied on downtown properties have increased 
dramatically. 
 
A) Do you believe that we should consider finding ways for residential properties to 

bear a greater property tax responsibility as the city continues to grow?  
 

YES or NO:  Yes 
Please explain your answer:   While well-intended, the Gallagher Amendment 
has skewed our property tax assessment and collections to the detriment of 
most small communities.  Its proponents could not have anticipated Denver’s 
current real estate environment.  There are always unintended consequences to 
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legislation.  It is time we look to fix this situation, though it will be a political hot-
button. 
 

B) What do you see as solutions and tools for addressing this issue? 
I know that there was a state interim committee looking at solutions.  Our rural 
communities definitely need a quick fix. The problem is that a fix will require a vote, 
and that might be a hard sell.  I’m open to any ideas the DDP might have. 

 
10. Studies of American cities have shown that a city’s urban core is a bellwether, and 

the status and condition of the downtown reflects the health and vitality of the city.  
Given the limited resources available, how do you plan to balance investment 
between Downtown Denver and other areas of the city? 

 
Downtown Denver does already receive the majority of the city’s investments.  My 
district, on the other hand, has historically received very little. In fact, in both the 2007 
and the 2017 bond, my district got only 3% of the total bond while District 9 got 
received 28% in 2007 and 22% in 2017. 
 
11. What is your vision for the future of Denver?  
 
As a Denver native, preserving our historic places and our neighborhood character is 
very important to me, as is the need for “smart” and well-planned infill projects. We 
need to balance the need for density with planning, architectural standards and 
enhancing and increasing our green spaces.   
 
12. Is there anything else you want us to know about you or your candidacy? 
 
I ran in 2015 to advocate for my district, which I do every day.  That said, I love Denver, 
my native city, and want to ensure that it remains beautiful, welcoming and prosperous 
for all. 
 

 
 


