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At the Downtown Denver Partnership, we know that elections - no matter the size or scale - have the power to 
significantly impact our city and state. And, we believe it is critically important to cast an educated vote - every 
time. The Partnership publishes a ballot guide to help you navigate the ballot questions and issues you'll be asked 
to vote on.

Each election cycle, the Downtown Denver Partnership - under the leadership of our Board of Directors - chooses 
to take positions on measures based on alignment with the Partnership’s mission to build an economically 
healthy, growing and vibrant downtown. Read on to learn more about Partnership positions and other ballot initia-
tives you’ll be deciding on this election cycle. 

Measures 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E
RISE Denver General Obligation Bond Package

What is it?
The RISE Denver General Obligation (GO)  Bond Package presents Denver voters with five mea-
sures - Referred Questions 2A through 2E - seeking approval of $450M in bond funding for infra-
structure projects citywide.

Why vote ‘yes’?
At the Downtown Denver Partnership, we know that investing in infrastructure positively 
impacts our today and while strengthening our tomorrow. The GO Bond Package will support 
key infrastructure projects and upgrades across our city and create 7,500 jobs and $1B in 
economic output for Denver businesses at a critical time in our city’s economic recovery. The 
Partnership is also proud that, under 2C, this bond package designates $7 million to the
Partnership-led 5280 Trail.

Denver Ballot Initiatives
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The Downtown Denver Partnership has taken positions on the following
Denver ballot measures:

Referred Question 2E
Referred Question 2F
Referred Question 2G
Initiated Ordinance 304

Referred Question 2A
Referred Question 2B
Referred Question 2C
Referred Question 2D
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RISE Denver General Obligation Bond Package (cont.)

Referred Question 2A - Facilities 
Referred Question 2A provides $104M in funding for upgrades and repairs and cultural 
facilities such as the Denver Botanic Gardens, Bonfils Theater Complex and the Denver 
Museum of Nature and Science. This funding will also support two new libraries; 
renovation of youth center; and accessibility upgrades for city properties.

Referred Question 2B - Housing & Sheltering
The Housing & Sheltering component of the Bond package provides $39M to build 
additional housing units for people experiencing homelessness across the city. 
Investments will include renovation of existing shelters as well as the purchase of 
existing buildings and structures to be converted to shelter and housing space.  

Referred Question 2C - Transportation & Mobility
This question asks voters to approve $63M in bond funding to support transportation 
projects, including $7M for the build-out of the 5280 Trail. This funding will support 
improvements and expansions of sidewalks and bike lanes and more.

Referred Question 2D - Parks & Recreation
With the $54M in proposed funding for Parks and Recreation, the approval of this ballot 
question would support the restoration of athletic courts and fields; replacing 
playground and other recreation equipment; and rebuilding the Mestizo-Curtis Park pool, 
located just north of downtown.

Referred Question 2E - National Western Center: 
Referred Question 2E designates $190M for key upgrades at the National Western 
Complex. This funding will be used to renovate the Complex’s existing 1909 Building as 
well as to build a new arena.

Ballot Measure 2F
Safe & Sound Denver

What is it?
Referred Question 2F makes a zoning code change taking the number of unrelated 
adults allowed to live in a household from five to two. This measure also scales 
back on service provision, limiting the number of allowed shelter beds and where 
live-in care facilities like halfway houses can be located.

Why vote “no”?
The Partnership advocates for an inclusive city with attainable housing options that 
serve all levels of our workforce. This measure seeks to roll back the opportunity for 
increased housing density in a supply-challenged market. This measure is also 
limiting to service provision and sheltering both downtown and across the city - 
limiting the number of allowed shelter beds and restricting current shelters from 
renovations and upgrades. This measure rolls back important progress made in our 
city related to housing and supporting our city’s most vulnerable populations.

YES

NO
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Referred Question 2H: Election Day Change No position taken.
Put forth by Denver’s Clerk and Recorder, Referred Question 2F proposes a change to the 
date of the Municipal Election, the election cycle during which voters select their Mayor, 
City Council representatives, and other elected officials. If approved, the election would be 
moved from the first Tuesday of May in odd-numbered years to the first Tuesday in April, 
affording the Clerk’s office more time to ensure absentee ballots reach voters should there 
be a run-off election in June.

Initiated Ordinance 300 - Pandemic Research Fund No position taken.
Initiated Ordinance 300 asks voters to approve a marijuana sales tax increase to raise
pandemic-related research funds for the University of Colorado Denver CityCenter. If 
approved, this measure is estimated to generate $7 million annually by taking the
marijuana sales tax from 10.3% to 11.8%.

Initiated Ordinance 301 - Parks and Open Space No position taken.
This measure requires voter approval prior to commercial construction, including housing, 
on any city-owned land that is a park or covered by a conservation easement. (including the 
155-acre Park Hill Golf Course property). 

Initiated Ordinance 302 - Conservation Easement No position taken.
Initiated Ordinance 302 would amend the definition of “conservation easement.” A 
countermeasure to 301, this measure, if approved, this would allow neighborhood-approved 
development to occur without a citywide vote, including on the Park Hill Golf Course. 

Initiated Ordinance 303 - Let’s Do Better No position taken.
If approved, this measure would ban anyone from camping on private property without 
written permission from the property owner. It would also allow sanctioned camping sites in 
up to four places on public property, requiring amenities like running water, restrooms and 
lighting. The measure would require city officials to enforce the camping ban within three 
days of receiving a complaint and allows people to sue the city if it fails to clear up the 
camp.

NO
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Ballot Measure 2G
Fill Vacancies for Independent Monitor

What is it?
Referred Question 2G transfers the power of the Mayor to appoint the Independent 
Monitor position to a nine-person Citizen Oversight Board. Final approval of the 
Independent Monitor would be granted by Denver City Council.

Why vote “no”?
The Downtown Denver Partnership continues to advocate for a strong-Mayor form of 
government. While we believe in the importance of an Independent Monitor, we 
consistently advocate against measures that seek to chip away at this structure.



Colorado Ballot Initiatives
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Cast your vote on or before November 2nd!

NO
Initiated Ordinance 304 - Enough Taxes Already

What is it?
Initiated Ordinance 304 caps Denver’s sales and use tax at 4.5% - down .31%
from the current rate of 4.81% - in perpetuity.

Why vote “no”?
The sales and use tax cut being proposed in this measure will have significant financial 
impact to the City, requiring initial cuts of up to $80M from Denver’s General Fund. In 
addition to threatening funding sources for recently-approved sales taxes that support 
people experiencing homelessness, mental health, and school programs, this cut will 
impact city services like public safety, road repairs, and more. The Partnership has sup-
ported special-use sales and use tax measures as a means to funding specific areas of 
need. The ability to put forth additional sales tax measures is an important tool to ensure 
we have the funding mechanisms needed to support our ever-evolving city.

Proposition 119 - Creation of Out-of-School Education Program and Marijuana 
Sales Tax Increase Initiative
This measure seeks to raise the marijuana sales tax in an effort to generate funding for 
programming for students from low-income households. Proposition 119 would raise the 
marijuana sales tax by 5% by 2024, which is expected to generate $137 million per year.

Proposition 120 - Property Tax Assessment Rate Reduction and Voter-Approved 
Revenue Change
Proposition 120 seeks to decrease the residential property tax assessment rate from 
7.15% to 6.5% and the non-residential property tax assessment rate from 29% to 26.4%. 
This measure also authorizes the state to retain and spend 25 million per year for 5 years 
credited to homestead exemptions.

Amendment 78 - State and Local Government Budgets, Spending and Finance
Amendment 78 asks voters to approve a constitutional amendment that would transfer 
power currently held by the state treasurer to the state legislature to appropriate state 
revenue not generated by taxes (defined as “custodial funds”) and requires public comment 
during appropriations hearings. If this measure passes, custodial funds would be exempt 
from limitations defined under TABOR.


