DOWNTOWN DENVER BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (DDBID)
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
DISTRICT-WIDE PROFESSIONAL HORTICULTURAL INSTALLATIONS
The Downtown Denver Business Improvement District (DDBID), an improvement district funded by
property owners to enhance the environment of Downtown Denver, is issuing this Request for Proposals
(RFP) to solicit proposals from qualified firms to plan, install, manage, and maintain a series of
horticultural installations throughout the DDBID service area. Proposals are due by 4:00 p.m. MST
on March 31, 2021, and should be submitted to the DDBID in care of the Downtown Denver
Partnership (DDP), the organization contracted by the DDBID to manage District operations. DDBID will
accept proposals based on the scope of work referenced in Table 2 of the RFP and its Exhibits A
through H. The RFP contains two separate tables that will aid respondents in completing their
proposal narrative, execution plan, and budget. Table 1 makes quick reference to topics to discuss in
the three sections of the proposal: Opening Narrative, Execution Plan for the Scope of Work, and the
Budget Plan. Table 2 offers a quick break down of the overall Scope of Work based on the
District/Area and the season in which work will occur. Respondents may use the format in Table 2 to
present their overall budget.
A selection team of four members, made up of representatives from the DDBID Board of Directors
and DDP staff, will evaluate each of the proposals based on the following criteria:
1. Demonstrated ability of the firm in general and in installing, managing, and maintaining largearea landscaping, including coordinating, scheduling, monitoring, reporting, and attention to
detail;
2. Ability of the firm to assume contract responsibilities and to perform them in a timely and costeffective manner;
3. Flexibility to provide services in an environment of complicated network of transportation
systems and a continually evolving public realm.
4. Background knowledge relating to the scope of work, demonstrated ability and experience of
management and employees;
5. Demonstrated commitment to incorporate carbon-reducing and environmentally conscious
practices including prioritizing water use efficient and perennial plants;
6. Demonstrated ability to be in possession of sufficient staff and equipment necessary to fulfill
the provisions of this proposal;
7. Responsiveness to the RFP, capability of performing all required tasks. This includes evaluating
any suggested changes to methods of operation or modifications to this RFP which might allow
for cost savings during the term of the Agreement;
8. Innovation of approach and alignment with desired outcomes; including regionally and perennial
based plant compositions;
9. Willingness to provide transparent reporting and metrics of materials and resources used for
evaluating progress toward year over year goals;
10. Overall cost for the provision of services.
Questions regarding the proposal may be submitted in writing by e-mail by February 19, 2021, end of
business, to vmartinez@downtowndenver.com. The question(s) and response(s) will be shared with all
who request to be notified.

DOWNTOWN DENVER BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (DDBID)
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
DISTRICT -WIDE PROFESSIONAL HORTICULTURAL INSTALLATIONS
Introduction
The Downtown Denver Business Improvement District (DDBID) is a public organization funded by
commercial property owners. Through annual assessments paid to this quasi-governmental entity,
DDBID property owners fund a series of district-wide programs that enhance the environment of
Downtown Denver, including cleaning and maintenance efforts, safety initiatives, tree health services,
the flower program, targeted visitor marketing, economic development, activation of Skyline Park, and
holiday programs. The DDBID contracts with the Downtown Denver Partnership for management
services. The DDBID's boundaries extend from Colfax Ave and Speer Blvd to 20th Street, and from
Wewatta Street to Grant Street.
In addition, the DDBID has contracted to provide these same services, or a portion thereof, to entities
that may or may not be part of the DDBID. Examples of this include, but are not limited to, the 14th
Street General Improvement District (14th St GID), the 20th Street Maintenance District, the Federal
District, and the 15th Street Local Maintenance District. The DDBID is seeking a horticultural
professional (hereafter referred to as “the Contractor”) to install, manage, and maintain a series of
horticultural installations in the DDBID’s downtown flower planters throughout the course of the year,
henceforth referred to as the “Planter Program.”
About the Planter Program
The DDBID maintains over 830 planters and flower beds within its boundary. The planter program is
broken down into “districts” including, but not limited to, the 16th St Mall, Off-Mall, California St, 14th
St GID, and the Federal District. Reference Table 2: Scope of Work Matrix for expectations and
details pertaining to each district. The planters offer seasonal color and interest throughout the
district, serve as a protective barrier between vehicular and pedestrian traffic, aim to provide
ecosystem services, and give downtown a cohesive feel through common planters and plantings.
The program is a public-private partnership between the DDBID and downtown property owners.
Property owners/managers within the DDBID can request a planter to be placed at their property in
the right-of-way. The property owner chooses one of two approved planter types (see Exhibit E) and
pays the cost of the planter, materials, labor, and maintenance for one year. After the first year the
property agrees to donate the planter to the DDBID. In exchange, the DDBID agrees to maintain the
planter in perpetuity. The DDBID does not move or replace planters unless authorized and funded by
the property owner. New planters are purchased once a year, depending on property owner interest.
The awarded Contractor should be prepared to scale up materials and maintenance depending on
property owner interest which is gauged on a yearly basis in the fall.
In previous years, the planter program has included the installation of spring & fall pansies with some
boxwoods in the 16th St mall planters, and the installation of summer color in all planters. Initially the
program began as year-round plantings in all pots – both on and off the mall. However, as the
program grew and maintenance costs have increased, the number of plantings per year has been
scaled back. In recent years, we have had to cut back to only summer plantings off the mall. The
DDBID is seeking to restore the planter program to a fully year-round program. Therefore, for this
contract the DDBID is looking to begin a transition toward fewer annual plants and more sustainably
focused planting plans. It is the hope of the DDBID that the planting plans will represents the unique
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plants of our area and provide a more economical option than in years past. While annual flowers and
color will likely still be part of the streetscape, the desire is to begin a shift to a planting scheme
centered around native and locally adapted perennial plant species. Rather than uniform planting
schemes, the DDBID encourages applicants to consider each location’s unique environmental and
social context to create and execute distinctive planting plans that allow plants to remain vibrant and
healthy for multiple years. Downtown is full of unique site conditions and microclimates that warrant
consideration when choosing planting stock. Planting schemes should consider color, vibrancy, light
availability, water usage, plant hardiness, microclimate, pollinator habitat, height, dimension,
seasonality, structure, texture, visibility, and context. Maintenance costs of the installations should be
considered as well from both an economical and environmental standpoint. In the coming years,
DDBID would like to transition to a planting scheme that promotes native vegetation, conserves
water, creates habitat, and is representative of the “Rocky Mountain west.” Respondents are
encouraged to look to the 2007 Downtown Area Plan for guidance and inspiration.
In addition, the DDBID manages the horticultural services provided for the Federal District and the
14th St GID. Please see Exhibits F and G for further information.
In response to this RFP the Contractor is encouraged to provide creative and innovative solutions for
plantings that keep the planters filled year-round. The DDBID reserves the right to limit the type of
plantings if budgetary restrictions arise. The DDBID recognizes the novelty of using primarily
perennials in above ground planters on such a large scale. This contract will not expect 100%
adoption of a perennial based planting plan but does hope for a planting plan with a stronger focus
on perennial, contextualized species than past years, and may transition to at least 50% perennial
use in year 3 (if awarded).
The district-wide professional horticultural installations contract is for one year with the potential for
four additional years. The Contractor may subcontract out as they see fit for the contract needs.
Reporting
As part of the contract, the DDBID requires quantitative reporting at the end of each quarter. Reports
should include gallons of water used each month of the quarter to water plants, fertilizers used and
at what quantities, number/percentage of annual and perennial plants installed, and the sourcing of
all plant and soil material. These reports would be due 30 days after the end of each quarter.
Performance Standards & Quality Control
Compliance will be monitored on a regular basis by the DDBID Manager, BID Operations and
Operations team staff. Contractor will meet with the Manager, BID Operations in the DDBID and any
other contracted service area as needed to monitor and discuss compliance.
The Contractor must perform quality control for all services provided under this contract. The DDBID
expects a high-quality visual horticultural display districtwide but is also realistic about the challenges
horticultural displays may face in a downtown environment. A copy of the Contractor's quality control
program is required to be submitted with your proposal and should include the following:
• How the Contractor intends to ensure that the work is done to the Contract specifications.
• How the Contractor will remedy deficient work or lack of work being performed.
In the case of deficient work, the DDBID reserves the right to hire external contractors to complete
said deficient work and charge back the Contractor.
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It is expected that the Contractor will employ team members who are customer service oriented,
independent, trustworthy, friendly, and enjoy interacting with those who work, live, and visit Downtown
Denver and may have questions about the plantings.
Proposal Requirements
The DDBID is asking respondents to this RFP to provide responses in three sections: Opening
Narrative, Execution Plan, and Budget. A summary Cover Letter, maximum 2-pages, is encouraged
with final proposal. Respondents are also required to acknowledge both the insurance requirements
as well as the understanding that payment for services is based on a monthly billing cycle and a 30day payment period for contracted Scope of Work services. Both acknowledgements can be made in
either the Cover Letter or opening narrative of their proposal.
Table 1 below, provides respondents examples of topics to address in each of the sections of their
proposal. Respondents are encouraged to provide supporting photos, client quotes from
recommendations, and hyperlinks to online reviews for services to similar contracts as attachments.
Table 2 outlines the Scope of Work of this contract broken down by district and season. Respondents
are encouraged to use the information as each develops their Planting and Removal Calendar and
discusses their ability to meet the requirements of the contract’s scope.
Important Dates:
Event

Date

RFP Issued

January 28, 2021

Pre-BID Meeting

February 10, 2021

Last Date for Questions

February 19, 2021

Response to Questions Due

February 26, 2021

Proposals Due
Finalists Interviews
Contractor Selection
Start Services

March 31, 2021
April 12-26, 2021
May 6, 2021
January 1, 2022
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To ensure equal access to all respondents’ questions, all questions must be submitted by email
by deadline date above to:
Vincent Martinez, Senior Manager, BID Operations. vmartinez@downtowndenver.com
The BID will make responses to all questions available by the above deadline date as an
attachment to the original RFP.
The final proposal package must include one bound printed copy with all attachments and an
electronic copy of the proposal and any supplemental information on a USB drive. The proposal
package is due by 4:00 PM MDT, March 31, 2021. Proposal packages can be submitted by Mail
or in person to*:
Vincent Martinez, Senior Manager BID Operations
Downtown Denver Partnership
1515 Arapahoe Street, Tower 3, Suite 100
Denver, CO 80202
*State and City COVID-19 restrictions may prevent an in-person drop off option. If you plan to drop off, please contact
Vince Martinez prior to doing so.

The contractor may familiarize themselves with our organization and work at
www.downtowndenver.com.

Table 1: Proposal Layout Guide
Section
Opening
Narrative

Planting and
Removal
Calendar for
Scope of Work
Matrix (Table 2)

Description
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Firm Name and History
Contact person for proposal and contact information.
Ownership and proposed Management Team introductions.
Company headquarters location
Brief overview of experience in BIDs and/or publicly accessible, large area
horticultural and maintenance services, including irrigation services.
Description of experience in the Denver/Front Range region.
Overview of Proposal
Team structure (i.e. management team, division of field duties) and
qualifications/certifications related to proposal scope of work including
subcontractor staff, if any.
Equipment available to this contract.
Use of carbon reducing and environmentally conscious practices and products
such as composting plant material.
Proposed scheduling that provides for coverage for maintenance to ensure
health and vigor of plantings.
Description of services provided, including product information for fertilizers
used.
Description of the proposed strategy for integrating perennial plants and
associated sustainability goals – please be as specific as possible.
A copy of the Contractor's quality control program including how the Contractor
will ensure work is done to contract specification and how the Contractor will
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Table 1: Proposal Layout Guide
Section

Description
remedy deficient work.
Acknowledgement of 16th St Mall reconstruction project and explanation of
understanding of the project.
• Proposed plan to address worker safety and downtown’s unique parking and
right-of-way access constraints.
• Estimated total compensation for services for 2022.
• Estimated total for each service broken down by district and season as outlined
in Table 2: Scope of Work Matrix.
•

Budget**

**DDBID may call on the Contractor to provide documentation of prevailing wage to City auditor

Attachments

1.
2.
3.
4.

Audited or reviewed financial statements for two most recent fiscal years.
Testimonial promotional material or up to three letters of reference.
Brief resumes of anticipated management team.
Sample of your agreement for services.
TABLE 2: Scope of Work Matrix

District/Area
16th St Mall (From
Broadway to
Wynkoop St)

Season
Spring

281 planters

Summer

Fall

Description and Expectations
• Removal of winter plants, if any.
• Preparation of planters through addition and
amendment of soil.
• Installation of plants.
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material, as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris, as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Removal of spring plants, if any.
• Installation of summer plants.
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Removal of summer plants, if necessary.
• Installation of fall/winter plants, if any.
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
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TABLE 2: Scope of Work Matrix
District/Area

Season

Winter

Off-Mall (BID area,
excluding those
specialty districts
listed separately
here)

Spring

456 planters

Summer

Fall

Winter

14th St GID (From
Court Pl and Market
St)

Spring

Description and Expectations
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Removal of winter plants, if any.
• Preparation of planters through addition and
amendment of soil.
• Installation of plants.
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Removal of spring plants, if any.
• Installation of summer plants.
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Removal of summer flowers, if necessary.
• Installation of fall/winter foliage, if any.
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly and year-end report (water use,
fertilizer application, plants used).
• Removal of winter foliage, if any
• Preparation of planters through addition and
amendment of soil.
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TABLE 2: Scope of Work Matrix
District/Area

Season

31 Planting beds
52 Planters

Summer

Fall

Winter

California St (From
14th St to 17th St)

Spring

13 Planting beds

Summer

Description and Expectations
• Installation of plants, if any.
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Irrigation system turn on.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Irrigation system maintenance and inspections as
needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Removal of summer flowers if necessary.
• Installation of fall/winter foliage, if any.
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Irrigation shut down, blow out, and winterization.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Removal of winter foliage, if necessary.
• Preparation of planters through addition and
amendment of soil.
• Installation of plants, if necessary.
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
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TABLE 2: Scope of Work Matrix
District/Area

Season

Fall

Winter

Federal District
(Arraj Courthouse,
Byron White, Byron
Rogers, Customs
House)
6 planting beds
48 planters

Spring

Summer

Fall

Winter

16th Avenue
(median planter
between Broadway
and Lincoln and

Spring

Description and Expectations
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Removal of summer flowers, if necessary
• Installation of fall/winter foliage, if any
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Installation of pansies in half of the planters in MidMarch.
• Installation of plants in mid-late May.
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning/grooming of pansies as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning/grooming dead and/or overgrowth of plant
material as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used)
• Removal of summer flowers in early to mid-October, if
necessary.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used)
• Watering and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning/grooming of pansies as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Removal of winter foliage, if any.
• Preparation of planters through addition and
amendment of soil.
• Installation of plants.

Page 8 of 33

TABLE 2: Scope of Work Matrix
District/Area

Season

raised planter at
corner of Lincoln)
2 planting beds

Summer

Fall

Winter

Description and Expectations
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Removal of summer flowers, if necessary
• Installation of fall/winter foliage, if any.
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
• Watering, fertilization, and maintenance as needed.
• Pruning dead and/or overgrowth of plant material as
needed.
• Removal of litter and other debris as needed.
• Delivery of quarterly report (water use, fertilizer
application, plants used).
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EXHIBIT A: Map of BID
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EXHIBIT B: Map of Off-Mall Planter Approximate Locations
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EXHIBIT C: Map of On-Mall Planter Approximate Locations
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EXHIBIT D: On-Mall Planter Types

Small on-mall “Teletubby” planter
30”x30”

Large on-mall “Teletubby” planter; Can have banner pole
within planting area
41”x41”
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Patio 16 (700 block) tan planter
32”x32”

Patio 16 (700 block) tan planter
24”x24”
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Sugar Building block (1500 block) planter
63”x31.5”

Sugar Building block (1500 block) planter
31”x31”

LoDo Planter
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EXHIBIT E: Off-Mall Planter Specifications

Page 16 of 33

Page 17 of 33

EXHIBIT F: The Federal District
The Federal District is a collection of significant U.S. General Services Administration (GSA)owned and managed buildings within the BID. The District encompasses three city blocks from
California St to Curtis St, 19th St to 20th St. The Building in the district include the Alfred A Arraj U.S.
Courthouse, the Byron White Courthouse, the Byron Rogers Federal Building, and the U.S. Custom
House, The BID was awarded the flowers and maintenance contract through the Federal District in
2018. The contract is set out to bid every five years; the current contract is 2018 to 2023.
Therefore, the scope and services for this District are fixed. Each GSA building has a flower landscape
designed to the building environment. See Table 2: Scope of Work Matrix for Descriptions and
Expectations.
If awarded, the Contractor management team will be required to have a security badge. The
badge allows work to be done on Federal property. The badge is good for the length of the GSA
contract.
Cost Schedule
Fiscal Year

7/01/2021 –
06/30/2022

07/01/2022 –
06/30/2023

Description of Service

Amount

Landscape services for
Landscape services for
Landscape services for
and Federal Building
Landscape services for

Alfred A Arraj Courthouse
U.S. Custom House
Byron Rogers U.S. Courthouse

$18,851.14
$6,500.42
$10,973.16

Byron White U.S. Courthouse
TOTAL

$30,750.46
$67,075.18

Landscape services for
Landscape services for
Landscape services for
and Federal Building
Landscape services for

Alfred A Arraj Courthouse
U.S. Custom House
Byron Rogers U.S. Courthouse

$19,496.27
$6,722.09
$11,346.51

Byron White U.S. Courthouse
TOTAL

$31,801.41
$69,366.28
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EXHIBIT G: The 14th St GID
The 14th St General Improvement District is a public organization funded by private commercial
property owners within a limited boundary. Through annual assessments paid to this quasigovernmental entity, 14th St GID property owners fund a series of district-wide programs that enhance
the Ambassador corridor, including cleaning and maintenance efforts, tree health services, the flower
program, periodic maintenance, and holiday lights. The 14th St GID is bound to 14th St by Colfax Ave
and Market St. There are 52 concrete flower planters and 31 flower beds along the corridor. The
DDBID manages the irrigation along the corridor. The Contract may subcontract out the irrigation work
or will have first right of refusal for the irrigation portion of this contract.
l

14th St Planter

14th St Raised Curb Planter bed
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14th Street Design Specifications
Final: March 8, 2010

Planter Pot
i.
Minimum: One (1) on each end of every raised stone planter except
where a corner seating area is provided.
ii.
Planter pots shall be integrated into the design of the raised stone
planter curb at the ends of the planters.
iii.
Planter pots shall be consistent with the design and natural color of
those installed with the Initial Improvements (Bilbao model caststone planters manufactured by Escofet) or an approved equal.
Planter is designed at factory standard dimensions however the
height is custom and shall be ordered at a 23” height.
iv.
Planter pots shall have a stone base of the same granite of the stone
planter curbs. This base shall be
approximately 8” tall but may vary
depending on cross slopes of
sidewalks.
v. Planter pots shall be utilized in
Scenario A and B for the Raised
Stone Planter Streetscape.
vi.
Planter pots may be considered by
the GID Board for inclusion in
Scenario A and B of the Paver
Streetscape.
vii.
Refer to Image B.5.3
B.5.3 – Planter Pot

6. TREES
Deciduous Street Trees
i.
Minimum: Four (4) trees per quarter block unless applicant proves
that they must reduce this number in order to provide curb cuts for
vehicle access. If the alley is vacated, the preferred number of trees
per quarter block is five (5).
ii.
All tree plantings shall be of the species already planted on a given
quarter block as part of the initial improvements. Any species
variation shall be coordinated with the City Forester.
iii.
Trees shall be planted a maximum of 20’ on center and located a
minimum of 15’ from roadway/pedestrian light fixtures. With
approval by City Forester trees may be planted closer than 20’-0”.
iv.
Trees shall be planted at least 42” from the face-of-curb.
v. Trees shall be approximately 4” caliper at time of installation.
vi.
Mature trees shall have a branching height of 8’-0” above the
pedestrian walkway and a min of 13’-6” along the roadway.
vii.
Trees shall be utilized in Scenario A and B for both the Raised Stone
Planter and Paver Streetscapes.
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14th Street Design Specifications
Final: March 8, 2010

2. Raised Stone Planter Streetscape Areas
The Raised Stone Planter areas include 6” raised stone planters within the sidewalk
area of the 14th Street streetscape. The planters shall be installed to accommodate
at least two (2) trees with a length of approximately 35’-0”. Refer to the Diagram
A.2 for this plan layout. Seating may be integrated into this section as described in
Section B.4.
Diagram A.2
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14th Street Design Specifications
Final: March 8, 2010

viii.

Reference Images: Refer to Diagram A.1, A.2, and A.3 for the
appropriate tree planting location within each representative
streetscape section.

7. PLANTINGS
Raised Stone Planter Curb Plantings
i.
The raised stone planter curbs shall contain trees consistent with
Diagram A.2.1, A.2.2 and plantings of evergreen and deciduous
shrubs along with perennials and ornamental grasses.
ii.
Planting design shall have a focus on seasonal interest, water
efficiency, and exposure of the planting area.
iii.
Shrubs shall be a minimum five-gallon container planted at a
maximum of three (3) feet on center and perennials shall be a
minimum one-gallon container planted at a maximum of two (2) feet
on center.
iv.
Annuals shall not be designed into the raised stone planter curb
areas.
v. Plantings shall be utilized in Scenario A and B for the Raised Stone
Planter Streetscape.
Planter Pot Plantings
i.
Twice yearly plantings for the planter pots will be designed and
maintained as part of the GID annual maintenance program.
ii.
These plantings shall consist of seasonally appropriate annuals and
consist of a variety of plant species with emphasis on color and
texture.
iii.
Planter Pot Plantings shall be utilized in Scenario A and B for the
Raised Stone Planter Streetscape and may be utilized in Scenario A
and B of the Paver Streetscape if approved by the GID Board.
8. IRRIGATION
Irrigation for Trees
i.
Automatic, underground, drip irrigation or bubblers shall be provided
to all trees within the streetscape.
ii.
Automatic irrigation systems shall be designed consistent with the
Department of Parks and Recreation irrigation standards.
Irrigation for Raised Stone Planter Curbs
i.
Shrub and perennial plantings provided in raised stone planters shall
have automatic drip irrigation installed.
ii.
Automatic irrigation systems shall be designed consistent with the
Department of Parks and Recreation irrigation standards.
Irrigation for Planter Pots
i.
Planter Pots shall have no automatic irrigation system installed.
Planter Pots will be watered by GID maintenance.
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14th Street Design Specifications
Final: March 8, 2010

Irrigation Components
i.
Each quarter block of the streetscape shall utilize existing tap
connection installed in the initial improvements in that area with a
backflow preventer and controller.
ii.
Each quarter block of the streetscape shall have one (1) quick coupler
installed on the irrigation system.
iii.
Control system for Electric Control valves shall follow original design
intent and be incorporated to operate with entirety of the system it is
included on.
iv.
Water supply shall be modified from existing system to adequately
service new landscape construction. Water supply shall be
maintained to unaffected portions of the tap service area. Water
shutdown to unaffected areas shall not exceed 48 hours. Coordinate
all construction with District Maintenance Personnel.
v. Work installed along 14th Street is separately metered and shall be
separate from all other site work requiring irrigation.
vi.
All irrigation equipment specified and installed shall meet the
standards of the Denver Parks and Recreation Department and/or
District approved list.
vii.
Irrigation shall be utilized in Scenario A and B for both the Raised
Stone Planter and Paver Streetscapes.
9. LIGHTING
Street and Pedestrian Lighting
i. The City standard fixture will be utilized as the street - pedestrian
light for the 14th Street project and is part of the Initial
Improvements. Property Owners shall utilize the existing fixtures and
be required to relocate these fixtures to coordinate with proposed
streetscape improvements.
ii. Street-Pedestrian Lighting shall be utilized in Scenario A and B for
both the Raised Stone Planter and Paver Streetscapes.
iii. Refer to Image B.9.1
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EXHIBIT H: 16th St Mall Reconstruction Information
Since its establishment in 1982 the 16th St Mall has served as a nationally recognized symbol of
Downtown Denver’s vitality and civic identity. As one of the longest pedestrian/transit malls in
the world, it is the spine of the center city and a main attraction for a rapidly growing number of
visitors. The flower planters have always been a key asset to the mall. Beginning in 2021, the
16th St Mall will undergo a major redevelopment, upgrading the infrastructure, furnishings,
utilities, landscaping, and more. The reconstruction contractor will be selected in 2021 at which
time a concrete project timeline and construction phasing approach will be solidified. The rebuild
will transform the cross-section of the mall, eliminating the current median and shifting the Free
RTD Mall Ride to a center running middle lane with increased amenity zones on either side.
The Mall reconstruction will feature four-character zones, each with its own coherent color
scheme, amenities, and activations. The reconstruction will double the number of planters
currently on the mall to a total of approximately 500 planters of various sizes and shapes. At the
time of this project, it will be expected that plantings are shifted to coordinate with the results of
the reconstruction. The planting design for each character zone should be unique to that zone
and play a role in emphasizing the intention of the zone and the overall reconstruction. Taking
into consideration the environmental and social conditions of each location, the plants chosen
should use height, texture, structure, color, vibrancy, and seasonal change to create a sense of
place unique to Denver and representative of the varied ecoregions and microclimates of
Colorado’s Front Range. It is preferred that the plants chosen are drought tolerant species.
The following pages are reference documents for the level of quality that will be expected, but no
plant mixture is specified at this time.
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PLANTING PALLETTE | LOCAL LINK

ARONIA MELANOCARPA ‘IROQUOIS BEAUTY’
spring-white flowers, fall-red foliage; 4’ x 2’

CORNUS SERICEA ‘KELSYI’
spring-white flowers, winter-red twigs; 3’ x 3’

STACHYS ‘HUMMELO'
summer-magenta flowers, winter-persistant basal
foliage; 1’ x 1’

AMSONIA TAEBERMONTANA VAR. SALICIFOLIA
spring-blue flowers, fall-yellow foliage; height 1.5 ft.

ERIOGONUM UMBELLATUM
summer/fall-yellow flowers; 3’ x 3’

GALLARIDIA ‘MESA YELLOW’
summer/fall -yellow flowers; 1’ x 1’

ERIGERON SPECIOUSUS
summer/fall - blues-purple flowers, 2’ x 2’

FESTUCA MAIREI
summer/fall-cream flowers; 2’ x 2’

HELLEBORUS ‘GOLDEN SUNRISE’
early spring-yellow flowers, winter-persistant basal
foliage; 1’ x 1’

Hug a Tub Planters | Streetlife

Mobile Green Isles Planters | Streetlife

OLIN September, 2020
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Public Life

PLANTING PALLETTE | PRESS PLAY

FOTHERGILLA GARDENII ‘DWARF’
spring-white flowers, fall-red-yellow foliage; 3’ x 3’

ILEX CRENATA ‘BRASS BUCKLE’
Evergreen; 1.5’ X 1.5’

summer-blue flowers, striking form and texture; 1’ x 2’

Eryngium 'Big Blue'

AGASTACHE AURANTIACA
summer-orange + magenta flowers, 2.5' x 2'

ERIOGONUM UMBELLATUM
summer/fall-yellow flowers; 3’ x 3’

HELENIUM ‘MORDHEIM BEAUTY'
summer-yellow + orange flowers; 2 x 3

POTENTILLA 'RED ACE'
spring/summer - pale orangeflowers, 2’ x 3’

FESTUCA MAIREI
summer/fall-cream flowers; 2’ x 2’

HELLEBORUS ‘GOLDEN SUNRISE'
early spring-yellow flowers, winter-persistant basal
foliage; 1’ x 1’

Hug a Tub Planters | Streetlife

Mobile Green Isles Planters | Streetlife

OLIN September, 2020

Public Life
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PLANTING PALLETTE | EXPERIENCE 16

YUCCA FILAMENTOSA
summer-white flowers, evergreen blue-green foliage;
3’ x 4’

ARTEMESIA LUDOVICHIANA
Evergreen; 2’ X 2

PENSTEMON BARBATUS 'TWIZZLE PURPLE'
summer-purple flowers; 1’ x 2’

COREOPSIS 'MOONBEAM'
summer- pale yellow flowers, 1 x 1.5'

SPIREA 'OGON'
spring-white flowers, fall yellow/rust foliage; 3’ x 4’

HELLEBORUS ‘IVORY PRINCE'
early spring-yellow flowers, winter-persistant basal
foliage; 1’ x 1’

POTENTILLA 'APRICOT WHISPER
spring/summer - pale apricot flowers, 2’ x 2’

SEDUM MATRONA
summer/fall-cream flowers; 2’ x 2’

FESTUCA ‘ELIJAH BLUE
cool season perennial grass, winter-persistant basal
foliage; 1’ x 1’

Hug a Tub Planters | Streetlife

Mobile Green Isles Planters | Streetlife

OLIN September, 2020

Public Life
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PLANTING PALLETTE | JUMP START

PINUS STROBUS 'BLUE SHAG'
conifer, evergreen blue-green needles; 3’ x 3’

SOLIDEGO 'FIREWORKS'
late summer/fall-yellow flowers; 2’ x 2’

RUDBECKIA SUBTOMENTOSA 'LITTLE HENRY'
summer/fall-yellow flowers; 2’ x 4’

COREOPSIS 'MOONBEAM’
summer- pale yellow flowers, 1 x 1.5'

AMSONIA TAEBERMONTANA VAR. SALICIFOLIA
spring-blue flowers, fall-yellow foliage; height 1.5 ft.

PULSATILLA VUGARIS
early spring-purple flowers, winter-persistant basal
foliage; 1’ x 1’

ERIGERON SPECIOUSUS
summer/fall - purple flowers, 2’ x 2’

SESLERIA AUTUMNALIS
summer/fall-cream flowers; 1’ x 1’

HELIOTRICHON SEMPERVIRENS
cool season perennial grass, evergreen foliage; 2’ x 1’

Hug a Tub Planters | Streetlife

Mobile Green Isles Planters | Streetlife

OLIN September, 2020
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Public Life

1300 BLOCK | MARKET - LARIMER

APARTMENT ENTRY

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
READING ROOM

NEW DEVELOPMENT

LOUNGE

ARROW

KIOSK

LARIMER

ARROW

ARROW

PANERA

GARBANZO CAFE

CAFE

ARROW

PARKING / BLANK FACADE

OLIN September, 2020

Public Life
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800 BLOCK | CHAMPA - STOUT

THE HUMMUS &
PITA CO

BANK

PLANET FITNESS

PAYLESS

WALGREENS

ARROW

FEAST

ARROW

STOUT

CHAMPA

KIOSK

ARROW

EDIBLE
ARRANGEMENTS

OLIN September, 2020

7-ELEVEN

LOUNGE

LOUNGE

FAMOUS FOOTWEAR

LOUNGE

SALLY’S
BEAUTY SUPPLY

BUILDING
ENTRY

FEAST

ROSS
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Public Life

400 BLOCK | GLENARM - TREMONT

PROTEIN BAR

EARLS KITCHEN & BAR

SUBWAY

SIMPLY COLORADO

GLENARM

ARROW

FEAST

HARD ROCK CAFE

OLIN September, 2020

SUNGLASS HUT

LOUNGE

SPORTS FAN

EUFLORA

KIOSK

LOUNGE

7-ELEVEN

KIOSK

TREMONT

COOKS FRESH MARKET

KIOSK

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
CHOCOLATE FACTORY

UNI QLO
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Public Life

200 BLOCK | COURT - CLEVELAND

US BANK

LOUNGE

ARROW

LOUNGE

FEAST

ARROW

FEAST

ARROW

KIOSK

KIOSK

COURT

CLEVELAND

ARROW

ARROW

RESTAURANT

POKE CITY

OLIN September, 2020
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BUILDING ENTRY

Public Life

Attachment A
Responses to Applicants’ Questions

Downtown Denver Business Improvement District
District-Wide Professional Horticultural Installations RFP
Response to Proposers’ Questions
Question
The planters are a known entity on the mall.
The Budget we are building has the existing
planters for the first year, but then it will go
into the construction of the mall which will be
a three-year period. Are you looking for an idea
from a per planter cost that could be rolled
out as we go through the phasing?

What are the sizes of the planters? Will you look
to the vendor to provide what should constitute
the mixture of that soil?

Response
Although this is a contract for one year with
potential for up to four annual extensions, we
are only asking for the 2022 budget at this
time. The current planters will continue to be
used through 2022. The first blocks of Mall
reconstruction will be opened with new
amenities including new planters in 2023. As
the Mall reconstruction project moves along, we
will have a better idea of the phases of
completion and will begin to look at the next
year’s plans and budget in the Summer of the
current year.
The sizes of the current planters in each district
are included in the RFP in Exhibits D – G. The
new Mall planter dimensions are not currently
known as final selection of the planters and
sizes has not been made yet but is expected
later this summer.
Yes, the contractor will be asked to develop
proper soil mixture for the plantings.

How will final decision be based when
responders may be proposing very different
plans?

The selection committee will use some set
standards that look at the responsiveness to
the RFP’s requirements as well as the creativity
in utilizing local species, theming individual
districts, how plans work towards our greener
downtown goal and affordability.

What have past years’ budgets been?

We do not have a current budget for 2022 yet.
While we are sharing these budgets please do
not constrains proposals to these numbers.
2020:
16th Street Mall: $169,343
California Street: $42,872
Off Mall Planters: $253,283
14th St. GID: $58,430
2021:
16th Street Mall: $189,343
California Street: $42,872
Off Mall Planters: $249,534
14th St. GID: $58,166

Downtown Denver Business Improvement District
District-Wide Professional Horticultural Installations RFP
Response to Proposers’ Questions
Question

Response

In the scope you have four change outs. How
important is the perennial piece vs the change
out piece of color or contrast of the theme?
What is more important?

Our plan for 2022 is based on how we have
operated in the past which calls for the four
change outs. As we mentioned, in our 20 year
Downtown Area Plan a green downtown is a
major goal identified. As the RFP states, we are
striving for a planting plan that is made up of
about 50% of native or environmentally
responsible plant life throughout the district.
There are really two goals here, 1. To find ways
to return year-round plantings that is
economical, environmentally friendly and takes
less maintenance; and 2. To be more
environmentally conscious in our landscaping
material. If your plan has less change outs to
help us meet our goals and can sustain through
a season change, that would be considered a
positive in the review of your proposal.

How is the BID defining liter control?

The BID has a Clean Team contractor that is
also responsible for removing trash from the
pots and the immediate area of the surface
around the planters. The horticulture service
contractor will also be responsible for cleaning
out trash from the planters when they are
servicing the plants but does not need to make
arrangements to come out separate from
maintenance visits to clean out the planters or
maintain the ground around the planters.

Can we have access to irrigation plans for the
entire area?

See the map on the next page of all backflow
preventor cabinets that the BID manages in the
Downtown Business Improvement District.
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