
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I want Denver to be a strong, sustainable and inclusive city where folks of all ages, 
including seniors and families with kids, and folks of all racial and ethnic backgrounds can 
live a good quality of life. I want to maintain the character and history of special places 
that make the city unique, while accommodating a growing population with the businesses 
that serve them. I believe in maintaining middle-income jobs like manufacturing, and doing 
more to ensure that those performing the growing number of service sector jobs are not left 
behind.” 
 
Kniechforcouncil.com  |  robin@kniechforcouncil.com  

ROBIN KNIECH 
City Council At-Large 

Robin Kniech is running for re-election to build upon the foundation she has built in her first two terms, particularly 
related to affordable housing and inclusivity. She believes that growth needs to have a conscience and as a leader she 
will continue to expand community engagement and participation. Kniech is neutral on Initiative 300, but stressed the 
importance of providing a path to housing. Counciwoman Kniech reiterated her commitment to advocating for using public 
lands for tiny homes and for stewarding a community process for additional supportive housing. Kniech's top priorities 
include transit (particularly busses), housing, inclusivity, and building complete streets with regional partners. 

“Denver must lead. We must find a sustainable source of revenue. We should seriously consider regional solutions, but where 
those are not in line with Denver values (not enough focus on multi-modal) then we must be prepared to pursue Denver-only 
solutions. Any new revenue must address transit, sidewalks and bikes in addition to roads, with standards for more complete 
streets for any funding going for roads. And we must implement the Denver Transit Plan changes to the bus system. The key to 
getting more riders out of cars and onto busses is to improve the routing system and add more high frequency routes.” 

“I think we have struck the appropriate balance over my term in office, with the decision to forego early retirement of the 
Downtown TIF in favor of reinvesting the excess revenue back into the area. I also supported the decision to dedicate additional 
policing resources to respond to the higher volume of calls for service and higher density of the downtown. While at the same 
time we are investing major one-time infrastructure dollars in long-neglected neighborhoods like Globeville, Elyria, Swansea 
(RiNO) and Westwood. Investments like these need to be a bothand, not an “either-or” – in part to maintain the support of the 
residents of Denver for the downtown, and in part because the vibrancy of these neighborhoods also support downtown by 
serving as the “homes” for many of those businesses seeking to locate downtown for their jobs.” 

“I believe requiring open space in new development is key. We have those standards in place for Elitch’s. I’m concerned they are 
not adequate in Arapahoe Square and need to do more research. I differ from parks on their aversion to “pocket parks” and 
believe this must be a key to open space in the central city. This may be an example of where a different 
partnership/arrangement may be justified, where they are not willing to maintain, then either a BID or a Metro District could take 
that on.  

My priorities within the [Outdoor Downtown Plan] would be supporting funding for the transportation/green space “loop” project 
and for funding for land for new parks where we can secure it. I believe public restrooms are key to making park/open space truly 
equitable and inclusive (neighbors nearby can go home to go to the bathroom, but if parks are truly inclusive to everyone they 
must have bathrooms). So I would continue to advocate for the connection between restrooms and the goals in the plan about 
the kind of positive and inclusive experience envisioned in the outdoors downtown.” 
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NEUTRAL  

“I don’t believe we can build a wall around our city to “stop” people from moving to Denver. So we must find ways to accommodate 
the need for more housing in ways that preserve historic neighborhoods and maintain quality of life and character. I believe the 
keys to achieving this balance include 1) channeling the densest new development to large areas (like the old hospitals, the rail 
yards, Elitch’s), along transit corridors, and in areas like downtown; 2) better investing in the infrastructure to maintain quality of 
life, primarily transportation including multi-modal alternatives that are faster, affordable and more efficient and parks/open space 
and 3) ensuring new development, regardless of where it is located, has high standards for equity, affordable housing and 
meeting/incorporating the needs of current residents. Our job is to ensure our plans and policies reflect these priorities and to 
secure sustainable funding for transportation (open space was funded in the 2018 ballot measure, so the focus there is on 
implementation and complementary policies like open space in new developments).” 

“I will remain neutral and do my best to educate my constituents on the following points when asked: I did not and still do not 
support the camping ban. It did not work and has left people more vulnerable to freezing on the streets, now more dispersed and 
harder to do outreach for services and more vulnerable to attacks, and clearly did not reduce street homelessness. The RtS 
initiative goes further than that, however, and I am not supportive of components that would prohibit us from ensuring parks 
remain subject to curfews and permitting, etc. The component on allowing folks to sleep in their cars is unnecessary as that is 
not prohibited currently. And there are numerous legally confusing components that will likely result in litigation if it passes.” 


