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Downtown Denver Partnership  
2019 Denver Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire  

  
  
Distributed: Wednesday, February 13, 2019   
Due Date: Friday, February 22, 2019 at 5 pm – please return to Kate Barton  
(kbarton@downtowndenver.com)  
  
  
Candidate/Campaign Name:  Robin Kniech            
      
Candidate Address: PO Box 40308, Denver, CO 80204         
        
Candidate Email: Robin@Kniechforcouncil.com  
  
Candidate Phone Number: 720-203-9565  
  
Campaign Manager Name, Phone Number and Email: Jordan Fouts, 303-249-8428,  
Jordan@kniechforcouncil.com  
            
District #: At-Large                   
            
  
Instructions:  Please type your answers in the form below and limit each response to 300 
words or less.  Adjust the size of the answer space to fit your response if necessary.  
  
Thank you for taking the time to participate in this process. We look forward to hearing 
back from you!  
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1. The 2007 Downtown Area Plan aims to achieve a vibrant, economically healthy, 

growing, and vital downtown, positioning Denver as the economic hub of the Rocky 
Mountain Region. How do you view growth in the City of Denver? What is the role of 
City Council and the Mayor in addressing, supporting and managing growth?  

  
  
I don’t believe we can build a wall around our city to “stop” people from moving to 
Denver. So we must find ways to accommodate the need for more housing in ways that 
preserve historic neighborhoods and maintain quality of life and character. I believe the 
keys to achiving this balance include 1) channeling the densest new development to large 
areas (like the old hospitals, the rail yards, Elitch’s), along transit corridors, and in areas 
like downtown; 2) better investing in the infrastructure to maintain quality of life, 
primarily transportation including multi-modal alternatives that are faster, affordable and 
more efficient and parks/open space and 3) ensuring new development, regardless of where 
it is located, has high standards for equity, affordable housing and meeting/incorporating 
the needs of current residents. Our job is to ensure our plans and policies reflect these 
priorities and to secure sustainble funding for transportation (open space was funded in the 
2018 ballot measure, so the focus there is on implementation and complementary policies 
like open space in new developments).   
  
  
2. Initiative 300 – “The Right to Survive” is an issue on May’s ballot that aims to repeal 

the unauthorized camping ban and other essential laws that protect the public health 
and safety of those experiencing homelessness and the broader community. Do plan to 
support Initiative 300?  
  
YES or NO: CANNOT ANSWER YES/NO  
  
Please explain your answer.   

  
I will remain neutral and do my best to educate my constituents on the following points 
when asked: I did not and still do not support the camping ban. It did not work and has left 
people more vulnerable to freezing on the streets, now more dispersed and harder to do 
outreach for services and more vulnerable to attacks, and clearly did not reduce street 
homelessness. The RtS initiative goes further than that, however, and I am not supportive 



Downtown Denver Partnership Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire                           Page 3 of 9  

of components that would prohibit us from ensuring parks remain subject to curfews and 
permitting, etc. The component on allowing folks to sleep in their cars is unnecessary as 
that is not prohibited currently. And there are numerous legally confusing components that 
will likely result in litigation if it passes.    
  
  
  
3. The Downtown Denver Partnership and the Downtown Denver Business Improvement 

District (BID) are committed to fostering a safe, welcoming and inclusive city, and 
place a focused approach on working with the homeless population in Downtown 
Denver. This includes:  

  
• Over 15 years of directly funding the St. Francis Center outreach workers to 

connect homeless individuals in Downtown Denver with housing options and 
supportive services;  

• Helping to create Denver’s Road Home and fundraising over $1 million to 
support its programs and initiatives;  

• Supporting the building of facilities such as the Lawrence Street Community 
Center and Urban Peak’s Drop-In Center;   

• Advocating for additional affordable housing through the City’s Affordable 
Housing Fund that support housing for 0 – 30% AMI; and  

• Working with the Mayor and Denver City Council to support several 
ordinances that better connect the homeless population with housing and 
services.  

  
What do you believe is the City’s role in addressing homelessness? What tools do 
you believe will be effective to address homelessness in Denver?  

  
Our number one priority must be on building more permanent, supportive housing 
as a final destination off the streets.  Almost every chronically homeless individual 
who refused shelter but was offered housing took it (with only 2 exceptions out of 
several hundred in the SIB program), breaking the myth that people want to be on 
the streets. I fully support and am proud of the city’s progress on growing the 
number of “Housing First” homes for individuals exiting homelessness.  We have a 
model that works, and our next challenges are increasing the pace of production as 
our reliance on competitive tax credits has slowed our ability to build supportive 
housing. Second, is to ensure that we can site new housing. I’m leading a process to 
create a better model for community engagement to reduce the barriers of 
neighborhood opposition.   
  
Our next highest priority is on better utilizing our emergency shelter services as a 
pipeline into permanent housing, and the coordination of existing services.  
Centralized intake and coordinated transportation could have a significant impact 
on the queing for services that impacts perceptions near downtown.  It is not a 
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rationale system currently, and it is my undersatnding that providers are at the table 
on a revamp.   
     
Finally, I believe we must acknowledge the limited quantity and pace of supportive 
housing availability and focus more land, funding and code reform policy on 
alternative, regulated alternatives to camping. Specifically, tiny home villages or 
regulated camper/RV spaces that include restrooms, trash and supportive service 
pipelines to permanent housing.   
  

4. Parks and open spaces in downtown are some of the City’s most unique places. In  
2017, the Partnership and Denver Parks & Recreation co-funded and launched 
Denver’s Outdoor Downtown Plan - a 20-year master plan that provides visionary and 
actionable policies, programs and projects to enrich downtown parks and public 
spaces. Denver’s Outdoor Downtown Plan addresses the unique opportunities and 
challenges related to managing and activating public spaces in the urban core and 
supports our parks and public spaces serving as positive social gathering places that are 
managed in a sustainable manner.  

  
(a) Do you believe downtown parks and public spaces should be maintained, 

programmed and managed differently than other city parks?    
  

YES or NO: CANNOT ANSWER YES/NO  
  
Please explain your answer:  

     
I believe that DDP’s management of Skyline park has been successful. So, yes, I 
support some creative strategies for management of parks, including in downtown. 
I wouldn’t support an “across the board” change to management of parks in 
downtown or treating them “differently,” because I believe such an approach is 
unnecessary and would not have adequate public support. We need passive nature 
experiences and not every park needs the same level of activiation, therefore the 
same level of “partnerhsip” isn’t needed. I’m very open to more proposals, just 
need to evaluate them on a case-by-case basis.      

  
  
(b) What are your ideas to increase green space in the center city?  

  
I believe requiring open space in new development is key. We have those standards in 
place for Elitch’s. I’m concerned they are not adquate in Arapahoe Square and need to do 
more research. I differ from parks on their aversion to “pocket parks” and believe this must 
be a key to open space in the central city. This may be an example of where a different 
partnership/arrangement may be justified, where they are not willing to maintain, then 
either a BID or a Metro District could take that on.   
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(c) How do you intend to help implement Denver’s Outdoor Downtown plan that was 
adopted in 2017?  
  

My priorities within the plan would be supporting funding for the transportation/green 
space “loop” project and for funding for land for new parks where we can secure it. I 
believe public restrooms are key to making park/open space truly equitable and inclusive 
(neighbors nearby can go home to go to the bathroom, but if parks are truly inclusive to 
everyone they must have bathrooms). So I would continue to advocate for the connection 
between restrooms and the goals in the plan about the kind of positive and inclusive 
experience envisioned in the outdoors downtown.   
  

  
5. Recent studies have shown that Denver’s housing supply is nearly 40,000 housing units 

short of demand, which is a leading cause of the housing affordability challenge. 
Attainable housing is a key priority for the Downtown Denver Partnership. What do 
you propose to create housing supply and address the growing affordability challenges 
in Downtown Denver and surrounding center city neighborhoods?  

o Build more affordable: When I took office the city spent $0 on affordable 
housing, through my leadership we’ve created a permanent fund worth more than $30 
million/year building more than 1,000 new affordable homes per year for this full 
range, 0-80% ($62,000 for a family of 3). I intend to work to continue to grow the 
number of affordable homes we build or preserve, including working to find models 
that rely less on competitive tax credits.  

o Ensure access to more regular housing by low-income families: We must build 
more affordable housing, but we can’t build our way out of the entire crisis. This is 
why I also passed an ordinance to outlaw discrimination based on source of income 
that has been proven to be a barrier to using vouchers, especially for families of color 
and those with disabilities. I also supported the LIVE Denver program to give families 
access to private market housing.   

Keep people in the housing they have: I led the creation of a free eviction defense 
program and ensured a portion of the new housing fund was used for emergency rental 
assistance to keep people in place as they experience disruptions that could displace 
them. I also co-led the expansion of the property tax rebate for low-income seniors, 
disabled homeowners and added families with children for the first time to help 
vulnerable homeowners stay stable.   

  
6. Using the 2007 Downtown Area Plan as our guide, the Downtown Denver Partnership 

is committed to building out a visionary mobility network for all users, connecting 
center city neighborhoods, and ensuring seamless regional connections. The 
Partnership’s 2017 Mobility Report showed that 61% of people commuted to work in 
Downtown Denver using a mode of transportation other than a single occupancy 
vehicle.   
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The Downtown Denver Partnership aims to reduce the share of commuters driving 
alone to work to under 35% by 2021, adding to the efficiency of our mobility network 
and delivering the quality of life that our downtown employees, residents, and visitors 
desire.  

 
  
  
What are your ideas to address mobility challenges in the city and encourage increased use 
of alternative mobility options in the center city?  
  
Denver must lead. We must find a sustainable source of revenue. We should seriously 
consider regional solutions, but where those are not in line with Denver values (not enough 
focus on multi-modal) then we must be prepared to pursue Denver-only solutions. Any 
new revenue must address transit, sidewalks and bikes in addition to roads, with standards 
for more complete streets for any funding going for roads. And we must implement the 
Denver Transit Plan changes to the bus system. The key to getting more riders out of cars 
and onto busses is to improve the routing system and add more high frequency routes.   

  
  

7. The Downtown Denver Partnership manages the Downtown Denver Business 
Improvement District (BID) and several other special districts that contribute to the 
vitality of Downtown Denver and create a vibrant, inviting and thriving commercial 
core. Through maintenance and operations, safety initiatives, economic development, 
pedestrian environment enhancements, targeted visitor marketing and communications, 
as well as holiday events, lighting and decor that attract thousands of visitors each year, 
the BID continues to ensure that Downtown Denver is a world-class city, to the benefit 
of residents, employees, and visitors.  

  
Do you support the continued formation of these types of special districts utilizing 
special funding streams to manage public space?  
  
YES or NO: Yes  
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Please explain your answer: See above regarding not turning over total control of 
parks. I’ve not voted against a BID or a Met District previously, but believe in ensuring 
publicly funded assets are subject to public access, oversight and guardrails. Its about 
the details, not the funding mechanism.      

  
  

8. Development related costs and related requirements, including impact fees, 
development fees, property taxes and other requirements imposed on development are  
a significant factor in the rising costs of housing and rents in Downtown Denver. Some 
cite these factors as the leading cause of affordability issues. Do you support imposing 
additional requirements, such as increased impact fees and permit fees, on 
development?    
  
YES or NO:  Will evaluate on a case by case basis.   
  
Please explain your answer:   
  

I don’t believe the data fully supports the assertions listed above. Luxury housing prices 
are far higher than simply covering costs, they’re part of a market trend driven in some part 
by undersupply/new high income population. Data is very clear that impact fees (and in 
many cases tap fees) are far, far lower in Denver than our suburban counterparts. Scarcity 
of land, the attractiveness of locations have been significant factors in pricing beyond 
government regulation. That said, I acknowledge that government costs are a factor in 
housing pricing and am always open to consider ways to mitigate those costs, particularly 
where affordable units are being produced. We have taken several looks at reducing fees 
for affordable housing and because tap fees are not directly controlled by Denver, the 
impact of this is not as significant as it might be in other jurisdictions, but the Department 
of Finance is once again looking at options for fee reductions or rebates for affordable 
builders and I would likely support a proposal to do so, pending details.  
  
While we did not agree on the linkage fee for housing that I passed in 2016, I met with 
stakeholders early and often to hear your concerns and to keep the fees very modest. I 
would commit to a similar open listening process prior to making any recommendations or 
decisions on any future fee increases.  
  
  
9. The Central Business District (CBD) is a core economic driver not only for the city, 

but also for the region. The CBD contributes by far the highest amount of property 
taxes per/sf of land at $18.67 paid/sf of land vs. a city-wide average of $0.62/sf of land. 
From 2011 to 2018, property tax collection in downtown has more than doubled, and 
property taxes levied on downtown properties have increased dramatically.  
  
A) Do you believe that we should consider finding ways for residential properties to 

bear a greater property tax responsibility as the city continues to grow?   
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YES or NO:  Yes as a state  
  
Please explain your answer:  
  

  
B) What do you see as solutions and tools for addressing this issue?  

  
This is a state constitutional issue, and not one that the City can address. I’m very  
open to supporting reasonable changes in how this issue is approached, but they 
need to come at the state level.   

  
  

10. Studies of American cities have shown that a city’s urban core is a bellwether, and the 
status and condition of the downtown reflects the health and vitality of the city.  Given 
the limited resources available, how do you plan to balance investment between 
Downtown Denver and other areas of the city?  

  
I think we have struck the appropriate balance over my term in office, with the 
decision to foregoe early retirement of the Downtown TIF in favor of reinvesting 
the excess revenue back into the area.  I also supported the decision to dedicate 
additional policing resources to respond to the higher volume of calls for service 
and higher density of the downtown. While at the same time we are investing major 
one-time infrastrucutre dollars in long-neglected neighborhoods like Globeville, 
Elyria, Swansea (RiNO) and Westwood.  Investments like these need to be a 
bothand, not an “either-or” – in part to maintain the support of the residents of 
Denver for the downtown, and in part because the vibrancy of these neighborhoods 
also support downtown by serving as the “homes” for many of those businesses 
seeking to locate downtown for their jobs.   

  
11. What is your vision for the future of Denver?   
  
I want Denver to be a strong, sustainable and inclusive city where folks of all ages, 
including seniors and families with kids, and folks of all racial and ethnic backgrounds can 
live a good quality of life. I want to maintain the character and history of special places 
that make the city unique, while accommodating a growing population with the businesses 
that serve them. I believe in maintaining middle-income jobs like manufacturing, and 
doing more to ensure that those performing the growing number of service sector jobs are 
not left behind.   
  
12. Is there anything else you want us to know about you or your candidacy?  
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I’ve appreciated the open dialogue I have always had with your staff and board. While we 
don’t always take the same approach to policy issues, I will continue to welcome the 
opportunity to take input, and have a track record of making adjustments to my policies 
based on that input that I’m committed to continuing. I believe the policies I’ve advanced 
are part of what has allowed Denver to continue to accommodate some growth, versus an 
even more severe backlash that would have left us stuck if there were no equity policies in 
place to help folks see the ways development is benefiting some struggling households.   
  
I’m excited about the research you did on women in downtown, and would be excited to 
think more about ways I can support the efforts to move toward more inclusive design 
conversations in both the private sector (especially housing for children with courtyards) 
and public sector (such as open space).  I’d also love to work with you on loading zones to 
prevent blockage of bike lanes and car lanes, which has become an epidemic.   
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