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Downtown Denver Partnership 

2019 Denver Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire 
 
 
Distributed: Wednesday, February 13, 2019  
Due Date: Friday, February 22, 2019 at 5 pm – please return to Kate Barton 
(kbarton@downtowndenver.com) 
 
 
Candidate/Campaign Name: Stacie Gilmore        
Candidate Address: P.O. Box  39205, Denver CO 80239      
Candidate Email: stacie@votestaciegilmore.com 
Candidate Phone Number: 303-720-9139 
Campaign Manager Name, Phone Number and Email: Porter Bennett, 720-999-6725, 
porter.bennett4@gmail.com  
District #: 11           
       
 
Instructions:  Please type your answers in the form below and limit each response to 300 
words or less.  Adjust the size of the answer space to fit your response if necessary. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to participate in this process. We look forward to hearing 
back from you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kbarton@downtowndenver.com
mailto:stacie@votestaciegilmore.com
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1. The 2007 Downtown Area Plan aims to achieve a vibrant, economically healthy, 

growing, and vital downtown, positioning Denver as the economic hub of the Rocky 
Mountain Region. How do you view growth in the City of Denver? What is the role of 
City Council and the Mayor in addressing, supporting and managing growth? 

 
I view growth in the City of Denver as a tale of two cities. We have older more established 
neighborhoods fighting to maintain their past culture, while new people want to live in 
these areas because of their stable nature and solid retail economy. The role of City 
Council and the Mayor in addressing, supporting and managing growth is to facilitate a 
successful model for community and developer interaction by identifying shared values 
and building trusting working relationships. By working with the community early on they 
begin to understand how development works in Denver and how they can influence 
outcomes by being involved. I think we could begin to change these situations by having a 
more robust conversation as a city about density. Density has begun to have a very 
negative connotation within the city and in the end, the benefits of density are many times 
overlooked. From an energy and water conservation standpoint, the concentration of 
resources and amenities will encourage walkability and expand transit and retail options. It 
would be great if we could begin to re-frame this conversation with these considerations in 
mind. In District 11 we have needed development and infill projects for decades. Through 
strong community advocates and building partnerships with developers we have 
navigated this issue successfully.  

 
2. Initiative 300 – “The Right to Survive” is an issue on May’s ballot that aims to repeal 

the unauthorized camping ban and other essential laws that protect the public health 
and safety of those experiencing homelessness and the broader community. Do plan 
to support Initiative 300? 
 
NO.  

 
Please explain your answer.  

 
I support a housing first model to address homelessness; I am not in support of 
Initiative 300. I believe that we need to begin to address the transitional housing 
shortage not only across Denver, but the region. The homelessness issue will not 
be solved by any one municipality. I would like to look at this from a regional 
perspective and explore how we could create a resource sharing model through 
which we could make a larger impact on this issue. We must have a toolkit of 
options for homeless individuals to get easy access to resources, shelter, and 
ultimately housing.  

 

3. The Downtown Denver Partnership and the Downtown Denver Business Improvement 
District (BID) are committed to fostering a safe, welcoming and inclusive city, and 
place a focused approach on working with the homeless population in Downtown 
Denver. This includes: 

https://www.downtowndenver.com/initiatives-and-planning/2007-downtown-area-plan/
https://www.downtowndenver.com/home/about-us/special-districts/downtown-denver-business-improvement-district/about-the-bid/bid-board-directors/
https://www.downtowndenver.com/home/about-us/special-districts/downtown-denver-business-improvement-district/about-the-bid/bid-board-directors/
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• Over 15 years of directly funding the St. Francis Center outreach workers to 
connect homeless individuals in Downtown Denver with housing options and 
supportive services; 

• Helping to create Denver’s Road Home and fundraising over $1 million to 
support its programs and initiatives; 

• Supporting the building of facilities such as the Lawrence Street Community 
Center and Urban Peak’s Drop-In Center;  

• Advocating for additional affordable housing through the City’s Affordable 
Housing Fund that support housing for 0 – 30% AMI; and 

• Working with the Mayor and Denver City Council to support several 
ordinances that better connect the homeless population with housing and 
services.  

 
What do you believe is the City’s role in addressing homelessness? What tools do 
you believe will be effective to address homelessness in Denver?  

 
I believe that the City’s role in addressing homelessness includes the need for a housing 
first model that will create the stability and structure to support individuals in connecting to 
resources that will help them to begin address issues such as mental health and 
addiction. The Denver Post reported that approximately two-thirds of the homeless in 
Denver suffer from mental illness. We need to look at this as a public health crisis and 
create more on ramps for treatment. Not only must we offer housing options and 
supportive services, but health services as well through both private, nonprofit, and city 
agencies.   

 
4. Parks and open spaces in downtown are some of the City’s most unique places. In 

2017, the Partnership and Denver Parks & Recreation co-funded and launched 
Denver’s Outdoor Downtown Plan - a 20-year master plan that provides visionary and 
actionable policies, programs and projects to enrich downtown parks and public 
spaces. Denver’s Outdoor Downtown Plan addresses the unique opportunities and 
challenges related to managing and activating public spaces in the urban core and 
supports our parks and public spaces serving as positive social gathering places that 
are managed in a sustainable manner. 

 
(a) Do you believe downtown parks and public spaces should be maintained, 

programmed and managed differently than other city parks?   
 

YES.  
 
Please explain your answer: 

 
Yes, I do believe that Downtown parks and public spaces should be maintained, 
programmed and managed differently than other city parks. Ongoing agreements 
and collaborative working arrangements with Downtown Denver Partnership and 

https://www.downtowndenver.com/initiative/the-outdoor-downtown-plan/
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Civic Center Conservancy are good models of how areas can be activated to be 
positive, healthy, and vibrant gathering locations in the urban core. Skyline Park is 
a great example of activation. The ice-skating rink, the basketball court, putt-putt 
golf, ping pong tables, outdoor games, and movies all serve to make Skyline Park 
a destination. Civic Center Eats is also a good example with movies, yoga/workout 
classes and a variety of other uses. We need to ensure that safety, lighting, more 
intensive maintenance in downtown parks, and expansion of our tree canopy are 
also high priorities.   

 
(b) What are your ideas to increase green space in the center city? 

  
Looking at creative and innovative options like the use of green alleys/walls, urban 
gardens, infusing art and nature together are some ways we could increase green space 
in the center city. The positive benefits of the outdoors are well documented, and these 
amenities will help to attract businesses and visitors to the center city.  
 

(c) How do you intend to help implement Denver’s Outdoor Downtown plan that was 
adopted in 2017? 

 
I’m excited to help with the implementation of the plan. The forward thinking and 
comprehensive nature of the plan bring together so many different elements. I will always 
support the expansion and activation of our downtown parks and green spaces. It is 
important that we create a space that is healthy, active and livable for current and future 
residents including our visitors.  

 
5. Recent studies have shown that Denver’s housing supply is nearly 40,000 housing 

units short of demand, which is a leading cause of the housing affordability challenge. 
Attainable housing is a key priority for the Downtown Denver Partnership. What do 
you propose to create housing supply and address the growing affordability 
challenges in Downtown Denver and surrounding center city neighborhoods? 
 

The Legislature did take some action to amend the construction defects law, but we still 
need to have a comprehensive approach to address the patchwork of local municipal laws 
that we currently have now. We are not seeing an increase in diversity of housing options 
that we need for our residents. A statewide solution that takes into account the unintended 
consequences of government mandates is the right place to start.  
 
In Denver, even with significant investment through the Affordable Housing Fund, we 
continue to struggle to address the needs of the city. I would welcome a comprehensive 
conversation among construction, labor, and other interests to understand their ideas on 
how we can address this issue. I am very interested in how Denver could do a better job 
of incentivizing development to address a particular community need. My concern is that 
Denver will become too expensive for working class families to reside here, preventing 
them from putting down roots and growing wealth in the form of home ownership, raising 
their children, and aging in place.   
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6. Using the 2007 Downtown Area Plan as our guide, the Downtown Denver Partnership 

is committed to building out a visionary mobility network for all users, connecting 
center city neighborhoods, and ensuring seamless regional connections. The 
Partnership’s 2017 Mobility Report showed that 61% of people commuted to work in 
Downtown Denver using a mode of transportation other than a single occupancy 
vehicle.  
 
The Downtown Denver Partnership aims to reduce the share of commuters driving 
alone to work to under 35% by 2021, adding to the efficiency of our mobility network 
and delivering the quality of life that our downtown employees, residents, and visitors 
desire. 

 
 
What are your ideas to address mobility challenges in the city and encourage increased 
use of alternative mobility options in the center city? 
 
Transportation and mobility gaps continue to adversely affect both the quality of life and 
economic growth in all areas of the city. We must address transportation infrastructure 
from building out our roadways to implementing multimodal options in all communities. 
Reliable, high-speed transit ensures that we can begin to build the ridership that is needed 
to sustain a thriving transit model. I believe that Denver needs to push forward with 
developing a new transportation agency for the City and County of Denver. A 
comprehensive transportation and mobility network for Denver will ensure that we can 
encourage economic growth while protecting our families’ quality of life and access to 
livable wage careers create stable neighborhoods.  

 
7. The Downtown Denver Partnership manages the Downtown Denver Business 

Improvement District (BID) and several other special districts that contribute to the 
vitality of Downtown Denver and create a vibrant, inviting and thriving commercial 
core. Through maintenance and operations, safety initiatives, economic development, 
pedestrian environment enhancements, targeted visitor marketing and 
communications, as well as holiday events, lighting and decor that attract thousands 
of visitors each year, the BID continues to ensure that Downtown Denver is a world-
class city, to the benefit of residents, employees, and visitors. 

https://www.downtowndenver.com/wp-content/uploads/Downtown-Denver-Mobility-Report.pdf


Downtown Denver Partnership Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire                           Page 6 of 8 

 
Do you support the continued formation of these types of special districts utilizing 
special funding streams to manage public space? 
 
YES.  
 
Please explain your answer: 

 
I support the continued formation of special districts to fund the management of public 
spaces. In District 11, we have many metropolitan districts which funded the infrastructure 
as well as ongoing maintenance of the area. These are important funding tools for 
organizations and municipalities; we need to continue using them to benefit the public 
good.  

 
8. Development related costs and related requirements, including impact fees, 

development fees, property taxes and other requirements imposed on development 
are a significant factor in the rising costs of housing and rents in Downtown Denver. 
Some cite these factors as the leading cause of affordability issues. Do you support 
imposing additional requirements, such as increased impact fees and permit fees, on 
development?   
 
NO.  
 
Please explain your answer: 
 

As I mentioned in my answer to Question 5 above, I am deeply concerned that the cost of 
housing in Denver is compromising our ability to attract new young families, retain a 
vibrant workforce, and allow people to age in place. I appreciate that the rising costs of 
housing (often made more expensive by new fees and requirements) are passed along to 
the consumer. Before supporting any new proposal for any kind of fee, I would ask some 
hard questions about the impact of those fees on home affordability as well as 
employment rates in the construction industry. 
 

9. The Central Business District (CBD) is a core economic driver not only for the city, but 
also for the region. The CBD contributes by far the highest amount of property taxes 
per/sf of land at $18.67 paid/sf of land vs. a city-wide average of $0.62/sf of land. 
From 2011 to 2018, property tax collection in downtown has more than doubled, and 
property taxes levied on downtown properties have increased dramatically. 
 
A) Do you believe that we should consider finding ways for residential properties to 

bear a greater property tax responsibility as the city continues to grow?  
 

NO.  
 
Please explain your answer: 
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I understand that a higher burden of property taxes are levied on commercial sites, but I 
would be concerned that an increase of the portion borne by residential properties would 
further exasperate our housing affordability crisis. I would be open to learning more about 
the potential impacts of such a move and how we could mitigate negative factors.  

 
B) What do you see as solutions and tools for addressing this issue? 

 
I’m interested in the high level-conversations about amending the Gallagher amendment. 
We need to have a statewide solution. I would like to learn about your ideas on how to 
relieve some of the tax burden that is levied on commercial and industrial properties.    

 
10. Studies of American cities have shown that a city’s urban core is a bellwether, and the 

status and condition of the downtown reflects the health and vitality of the city.  
Given the limited resources available, how do you plan to balance investment 
between Downtown Denver and other areas of the city? 

 
In District 11, due to the geographical distance between our neighborhood and downtown, 
I think it is important to work together to ensure our residents feel connected to downtown. 
By looking at our investments and what we are doing in downtown, this could create 
possible jobs for our residents and is an important consideration. With DEN in my district 
and the commuter rail, we have worked diligently toward creating a strong connection 
from the airport – and the communities along the A Line - all the way to Union Station. As 
61st and Pena TOD begins to build out I would love to explore ideas to connect our District 
more intentionally with Union Station through marketing.  

 
11. What is your vision for the future of Denver?  
 
I’m optimistic and excited about the future of Denver. We are an innovative city that is a 
beautiful blend of the past, present, and future. Our culture, art and history bring us 
together while we are experiencing unprecedented growth. My vision for the future of 
Denver is to continue our growth in a smart and sustainable way with added attention and 
direction to our transportation and mobility gaps. We will not become a vibrant city of the 
future without reliable high speed and high frequency transit options. I look forward to 
building our workforce development programs with an eye to career development and 
wealth building within our communities of color. Through partnerships and collaboration, 
my vision of Denver is one that all residents have the opportunity and support to live, 
work, and play close to home while having the growth and development that ensures a 
robust economy as well.  
 
12. Is there anything else you want us to know about you or your candidacy? 
 
I have been honored to serve as the Councilwoman for District 11 since July 2015. I am 
excited to continue the amazing work that the community, stakeholders, and my office 
have completed on behalf of the residents and businesses. I have lived in the Montbello 
neighborhood for the past 25 years, with my husband Scott and our three children, 
Sterling 22, Samantha 20, and Serenity 14. On a side note, my husband, Scott and I had 
our first date walking along 16th Street Mall, dinner at the Paramount, and people watching 
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along the Mall. For that reason alone, the Mall will always have a strong connection for my 
family and me. In 1996, I successfully founded and was the Executive Director for 
Environmental Learning for Kids (ELK) a science based educational nonprofit for 19 
years.   
 
My community involvement in Far Northeast Denver goes back 25 years. I’m proud to be 
a founding board member of the registered neighborhood organization, Montbello 20/20. 
In 2011, I completed Leadership Denver through the Denver Metro Chamber of 
Commerce. In March 2014, I was honored by The White House as a Champion of Change 
for Engaging the Next Generation of Conservation Leaders. 
 
I am running for re-election to the Denver City Council District 11 seat because I am 
committed to making sure our community is represented on all issues affecting our quality 
of life. I love our community and we deserve to have our voice heard. I am a strong 
advocate for a person’s right to self-determine their own direction in life. We deserve to 
live in a community that has smart and sustainable economic growth, jobs that lead to 
careers, and a beautiful neighborhood where the quality of life supports our family’s health 
and well-being. I look forward to bringing my 25 years of successful business and 
community service experience, which has been recognized locally and nationally, to 
continue to grow opportunities for our District and the region.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


